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Questions on Husker offense to be answered in coming 


VERSUS 


ABC/ESPN 


With Nebraska clinging to a 28-26 lead, freshman 


|-back Ameer Abdullah heads toward the end zone 


to complete a 100-yard kickoff return, pushing the 


Cornhuskers past Fresno State. Playing in just his 


second collegiate game, Abdullah set the school 


record for total kickoff return yards with 211. 
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Volume 31, Issue 10, the 
Washington recap and 
Wyoming preview will be 
mailed Monday, Sept. 19. 
Check for updates at 
huskersillustrated.com. 


FEAST OR 
FAMINE 


Cornhusker offense 
continues to live and 
die with gigantic plays 


IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES. 
It was the worst of times. 
Depending on which of Nebraska’s 

offensive plays you were watching 

against Fresno State, it was make or 
break. It was feast or famine. 

Despite a new offensive coordinator 
and a number of new faces, the 2011 
version of Nebraska’s offense is quickly 
resembling that of a year ago. 

And that’s not a good thing — most of 
the time. 

Like last season, Nebraska is showing 
an incredible ability to break any 
play wide open for a quick six points. 
However, it continues to struggle to earn 
the tough yards or churn out a drive of 
any significant length. 

Case in point: Nebraska had 15 drives 
Saturday, just three drives were longer 
than 5 plays and 10 were four plays or 
less. Nebraska’s longest drive of the day 
was 3 minutes, 24 seconds. The result? A 
punt, after seven plays and 29 yards. 

Wonder Nebraska’s 


looked tired? The Blackshirts were on 


why defense 
the field the entire game, in part by 
Nebraska’s “up-tempo” offense. After 
two games, the only thing “up-tempo” is 
the pace it gets on and off the field. 
Nebraska had eight drives that were 
under a minute (1:05 to be exact) and 
finished with a time of possession of just 


22:48, compared to Fresno State’s 37:12. 
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The defense shoulders a large portion 
of the blame for time after allowing 444 
yards to the Bulldogs, who averaged 4.8 
yards per rush. But after the past three 
years, I’m willing to give the defense a 
get-out-of-jail-free card. 

For the second week in a row, Nebraska 
lived exclusively on its big plays. 

In week one against Chattanooga, the 
Huskers had 31 of 68 plays go for one yard 
or less, which included 11 incomplete 
passes. It was more of the same against 
Fresno State as Nebraska had 23 of 53 
such plays (including 11 incomplete 
passes and not including three kneel 
downs at the end of the game). 

Those big plays Nebraska is thriving 
on are impressive, to say the least. 

The Huskers have already burned 
opponents for 12 plays of 20 or more 
yards, which doesn’t sound like much, 
until you realize those 12 plays account 
for 499 yards of offense (an average of 
41.6 yards per play). 

It appears the Cornhuskers will live 
and die by the big play this year. But if 
they want to be a championship team, 
they will have to find some sort of 
balance. N 
Send me your comments or story ideas to 


aaron@huskersillustrated.com. 
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PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 

Former Cornhusker Ndamukong Suh, the 
Detroit Lions’ NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year, was 
fined $20,000 by the league for a hit on Cincinnati 
quarterback Andy Dalton during a pre-season 
game. The fine was Suh’s third in the past year. He 
also was fined for hits on Chicago quarterback 
Jay Cutler during the 2010 regular season and 
Cleveland quarterback Jake Delhomme in the pre- 
season. 

Bo Pelini has been quick to Suh’s defense. Talk of 
his being a dirty player is “asinine,’ Pelini said. 

Pelini addressed the issue during his 
weekly news conference before the Tennessee- 
Chattanooga game. "I think he is obviously sucha 
physical player. He plays violently,’ said Pelini. 

“| would never and have never seen anyone 
characterize Suh as playing dirty. | know in the NFL 
right now they are emphasizing the fines and all 
that stuff. | know one thing he continues to get 
better from what I've seen. He’s a dominant football 
player. It’s a tough game. But when you're as big and 
strong and physical as he is, sometimes things are 
going to happen.’ 

NFL draft analyst Russ Lande told Huskers 
Illustrated much the same thing in mid-August: 
“Most people around the league don’t view him so 
much as a dirty player. What they view him as is a 
guy who never ever stops competing, and that, at 
times, leads to him hitting guys right at the whistle. 

“It's something that they just don’t see many 
defensive tackles who play with that sort of 
to-the-whistle passion. | think it’s sort of being 
misconstrued as dirty, whereas it’s really he's just 
sort of a violent football player that competes hard 
and finishes every single play.’ 

For what it’s worth, on a more positive note, 
ESPN's Skip Bayless recently called Suh the best 
player who is not a quarterback in the NFL. 
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-MAGIC 
MEASURING UP 


Taylor Martinez was on pace to become the 
third freshman quarterback in FBS history to rush 
for 1,000 yards when he suffered an ankle injury 
against Missouri last season. After five games, 
he had rushed for 737 yards and 12 touchdowns, 
averaging over 10 yards per carry. He wouldn’t score 
another touchdown, however, and managed just 228 
rushing yards the rest of the way, including 112 
at Oklahoma State. Health wasn’t the only issue, 
however. “He was so concerned about executing the 
offense that he really didn’t understand what teams 
were trying to do to us defensively,” Bo Pelini said. 
“He’s come so far right now; he’s recognizing blitzes 
and recognizing different looks.” 


PLAYER (YEAR) G YDS. ATT. AVG. 
Jammal Lord (2002) 14 1,412 251 5.63 


PLAYER (YEAR) 
Eric Crouch (2001) 


PLAYER (YEAR) 
Scott Frost (1997) 


PLAYER (YEAR) 
Crouch (2000) 


PLAYER (YEAR) G 
Taylor Martinez (2010) 13 
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LOOK-ALIKES 


Austin Cassidy doesn’t 
see his resemblance to 
New England Patriots’ 
quarterback Tom Brady. 
But some of his teammates 
do. “There are some guys 
that like to joke around 
(about it), especially when 
my hair’s wet. It flattens 
out a little bit because it’s 
really curly,” said Cassidy. 

“T just kind of shake my 
head. But my fiancé likes 
it because she’s a fan of 
Gisele.” 


th 


Supermodel Gisele 
Bundchen is Brady’s wife. 
“She likes to think of 
herself as Gisele,” Cassidy 

said. 

Alfonzo Dennard is 
among those claiming 
Cassidy looks like Brady. 
“He doesn’t even call 
me Austin, anymore, or 
Cassidy; he just calls me 
‘Tom Brady’ or “Tom,’” 
said Cassidy. 

“T don’t know. It’s not 
that bad. It’s just fun. 


Sophomore quarterback 


a Martinez 
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Everyone’s got nicknames 
for everyone.” 

In any case, it’s gotten to 
the point at which Cassidy 
answers to “Tom Brady.” 

“T look because that’s 
what they call me all the 
time,” he said. “I don’t 
know why.” 


NOT EXACTLY 
THE NEXT SISKEL 
& EBERT 

Jared Crick and Marcel 
Jones watch film of 
opponents and study 
themselves on film now. 
But during the off-season 
and fall camp for a break, 
the roommates watched a 
lot of movies on Netflix. 
Before meetings, they’d 
even watch movies on 
an iPad, “which is really 
cool,” said Crick. 

They also saw some 
movies at the theater 
during the summer, among 
them Captain America, 
Transformers: Dark of the 
Moon, Horrible Bosses 
and Friends With Benefits. 
“That’s what we should 
probably do after football. 
We should go into the 
movie-critic business,” 
Crick said. 


NEW SHOES 

The Huskers are wearing 
new shoes this season, 
specially designed with 
shorter cleats for FieldTurf. 
The shoes were designed 
in a partnership between 
FieldTurf and adidas and 
are similar to shoes worn by 
Wisconsin. 


GET HIMIN 

Bo Pelini’s plan is to get 
back-up quarterback Brion 
Carnes as much playing time 
as possible in non-conference 
games. The redshirted 
freshman from Bradenton, 
Fla., is “really talented,’ 
Pelini said at the first Big 
Red Breakfast of the season. 
“There are times where he 
looks like a world-beater, 
and there are times where he 
looks like a guy who hasn't 
played much football.” 


UPON FURTHER REVIEW 
Junior linebacker Sean 
Fisher played on the kickoff 
team in the opening game as 
a true freshman then missed 
the remainder of the season 
and was granted a medical 
redshirt. “You got a little taste 
of it, and it got taken away. 
It was not the funnest thing, 
| guess,’ Fisher said. “I mean, 
in terms of how it will affect 
my eligibility long-term wise, 
it was probably a better 
situation.” 
He also missed last season 
because of a broken leg, 
suffered in fall camp. 


AM - www. the .com 


‘CANNON FODDER 


Playing on special teams, and especially kick coverage, can be : 
hazardous duty. “A lot of times, we get a wedge to us and we just : 
have to go and throw our bodies into three different people or two : 
different people,” said junior Graham Stoddard. And sometimes : 


those people are bigger. 


Because of the number and size of the challenge, special teams : 
coach John Papuchis “calls us ‘cannon fodder’ or ‘rockhead’ or : 


whatever you want to come up with,” Stoddard said. 


Stoddard’s no “rockhead.” He’s been on the Big 12 Commis- : 
sioner’s Academic Honor Roll and was a second-team academic : 
all-conference honoree as a redshirted freshman. That nickname, ; 
as well as “cannon fodder,” is used “affectionately,” said Papuchis, : 


“affectionately only.” 


Papuchis respects those on special teams, which require “heart : 


and want-to,” he said. 


Take those such as Stoddard on the kickoff team. “It’s not always 
the fastest guy. It’s not always the biggest guy. It’s not always the } 
toughest guy. It’s the guys that have a lot of want-to,” Papuchis said. : 


“They just want to contribute to the team in any way possible. 


“They’re willing to sacrifice their bodies, run down the field, be 


fearless and get after it.” 


FORE! 


Brent Qvale doesn't look 
much like a golfer, not at 
6-foot-7 and 315 pounds. But 
take it from Rex Burkhead, 
Qvale can strike the ball, and 
not just off the tee. “He's a 
great golfer, believe it or not, 
probably the best golfer on 
the team that I’ve played with,’ 
said Burkhead. 

Qvale smiled at Burkhead’s 
praise of his golf game. 


“Yeh, | worked him over 


unlikely place to find a decent 
golf course, think again. The 
Links of North Dakota at Red 
Mike Resort is among Golf 
Digest's top 100 courses. 
Qvale “drives it a mile,’ Bur- 
khead said. But he’s also “got a 


lot of touch.” 


THE MICK 


Former Husker center Mick 
Tingelhoff (pictured) will re- 
ceive the 2011 President Ger- 
ald R. Ford Legends Award, 


presented at the Rimington 
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been playing forever, so he 
took me out,’ said Qvale. “I 
think | started when | was 4 or 
5. And I've been golfing ever 
since.” 

He doesn't play as much as 
he used to, however. Football 
and school preclude that. 

And if you think Williston, 


N.D., his hometown, is an 


Neb., lettered at Nebraska in 
1959, 1960 and 1961, when 
he was a co-captain. Though 
undrafted, he played 17 years 
for the Minnesota Vikings, 
with 240 consecutive starts. 
He was a five-time All-Pro and 
played in four Super Bowls. 
Inexplicably, he is not in the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
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Athlete First 


Jared Crick was a running 
back, back in the day. Way 
back in the day, when he was 
a seventh-grader in Cozad, 
Neb. “I played running back 
and defensive end, and then in 
eighth grade, | moved to tight 
end, played defensive end and 
all through high school played 
defensive end and tight end,’ 
he said. 

“So | played one year at 
running back, scored a couple 
of touchdowns.” 

Since he was in the seventh 
grade, the Huskers’ All- 
America candidate defensive 
tackle doesn't consider his 
experience at running back all 
that significant. 

However, “I'm definitely not 
just a stocky lineman,’ he said. 
“| always considered myself 
an athlete first, so if anybody 
questions it, | can always resort 
back to that.” 

Crick was a“tall, skinny 
kid back in the day, who was 
pretty fast. | got here and just 
filled out, so in my mind, I'm 
still an athlete, but my body 
might show otherwise,’ he 
said. 

“Jared's an athlete? Nota 
very good athlete,” defensive 
coordinator Carl Pelini said 
at the first weekly news 
conference on the Monday 
before the opener against 
Tennessee-Chattanooga. 

Pelini wens. spemeg 
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for the benefit of Crick, who 
was in the back of the room. 


Nebraska's offensive 
line has an abundance of 
inexperience, to go with 
seniors Mike Caputo and 
Marcel Jones, both in 
their fifth year, and “Yoshi” 
Hardrick, in his second 
season as a Husker after 
transferring from Fort Scott 
(Kan.) Community College. 

“This year, we're either 
going to be very experienced 
or absolutely inexperienced, 
and they're all going to be 
mixed together,’ said offensive 
line coach Barney Cotton. 

“But like | said before, having 
some youth and the extra 
competition in the room, that’s 
a good thing because that 
makes for a more enthusiastic 
practice. You've got older 
guys mentoring younger guys 
because you've got younger 
guys pushing older guys.” 

Young players are more 
prone to mistakes, but that 
isn't necessarily stressful. 

“| think the biggest thing 
that causes stress is if you 
have guys that aren't all in,’ 
Cotton said. “I'll take young 
guys, old guys, if | know that 
they're playing as hard as 
they can and being mentally 
and physically all in. Then 
we've got a chance.” 


Quarterback Steve 
Taylor rushed for 139 yards 
and two touchdowns and 
passed for 122 yards and 
two touchdowns to lead the 
Huskers to a 34-17, season- 
opening victory against 
Florida State in the first night 
game ever played at Memorial 
Stadium. Portable lights were 
brought in. The Seminoles 
took a 14-7 lead with 33 
seconds remaining in the first 
half but managed just three 
points and a net of minus-2 
yards against the Blackshirts in 
the second half. Nebraska had 
considered forfeiting the game 
after the NCAA ruled that 60 
Huskers would be suspended 
for their involvement in a 
“Pass Gate” scandal. But some 
36 hours after the game, 
following a 90-minute appeal 
by Nebraska, the suspensions 
were lifted and the only 
punishment of the players 
was loss of free tickets to one 
or more home games that 
season. 


PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


BO000000! 


ON THIS COLD FALL NIGHT IN LINCOLN, AS THE 
OPPOSING TEAM LEFT THE FIELD, THE BEST FANSIN | 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL BOOED. LOUDLY. 


I couldn’t believe it. | 

Nebraska fans have a well- 
earned reputation for being 
some of the nicest and most 
knowledgeable football fans in 
the country. Visiting coaches 
and players often talk glowingly 
about Husker fans cheering 
them off the field at the end of 


I could tell you the exact year, 
but it’s kind of a miracle that 
I can remember the opponent. 
Again, alcohol should never 
be consumed on university 
property. 

I do recall some flagrant late 
hits by OSU defenders. The 
crowd got very loud and angry. 


a game. And by crowd, I mostly mean 
When Texas and Ricky me. And maybe my friend. 
Williams broke Who, as I think 
Nebraska’s 47-game I was forced about this now, 
home winning to slink may not have 
streak, Husker fans existed in real 
rewarded the effort @Way from life. 
with applause, They Memorial Anyhoooo. 
chanted “Heisman, - This was 
Heisman” as Stadium, at a time in 
Williams ran off embarrassed, Big Eight 
the field. I know, p history when 
because I was like some Oklahoma State 
standing atthetop common was making a 
row of the north serious run at 
stadium, pondering Kansas State Oklahoma and 
a jump to the fan after a Nebraska. If 
pavement below. ° you remember 
But this is a story third quarter. those years 
about a night many in the mid to 
years earlier. I was late ‘80s, that 


there, as well. 

Before I delve any deeper 
into this story, it’s probably 
important for me to explain 
that alcohol should never 
be consumed on university 
property. Certainly not ina 
stadium. Even if it’s a cold 
night. Especially if you’re 
underage and stupid. And 
even if your buddy hands you 


a bottle of something and tells 
you it will warm you up. 

Or so I hear. 

The story begins with me 
getting angry with our visitors 
from Oklahoma State. I wish 


meant there was a slight chance 
they could beat Oklahoma or 
Nebraska. You know, Missouri 
had their run. Colorado would 
have their run, But during this 
time, it was Oklahoma State’s 
turn. 

(In Stillwater, this golden 
age is referred to as the Could 
Almost Beat Nebraska Era. 

To commemorate the run, 

the school erected a statue 

of an OSU player getting an 
autograph from Tom Osborne.) 

About midway through the 
fourth quarter, I desired a way 
to voice my displeasure with 


| somehow get from my seat at 
| the top part of the southeast 


| the locker room. This was my 


the guy in the hat 
_ in the picture next 


| on his face, Jones’ 


| actual intoxicants. Then, 


BY TIM SIEDELL 


OSU ina more direct fashion. 


by full-fledged booing. I had 
started it all and it was glorious. 
Until I realized my fellow 


A plan was devised. I would 


Husker fans were booing me. 
Moi? 

I was forced to slink away 
from Memorial Stadium, 


stadium all the way over to 
the tunnel on the northwest | 
stadium where the opposing 


players left the field. From embarrassed, like some 


there, I would just improvise. common Kansas State fan 
after a third quarter. Talk about 
humiliating. 

Today, I pass along this story 
as proof that Nebraska fans 


are, by far, the classiest fans in 


The plan was golden. 

I made it to my destination 
as the final seconds ticked off 
the clock and pushed forward 
to within earshot of the players 
and coaches. I saw OSU’s 
head coach, Pat Jones, heading 


the country. Sure, there’s a jerk 
in any crowd. But this one has 
learned to stay in his seat and 


toward me. He was being ; : 
keep his comments to himself. 


interviewed by a TV on-field 


“Tim Siedell is a writer and humorist 
whose first book, “Marching Bands Are 
Just Homeless Orchestras” is available 
| now through Amazon, 

Follow him on Twitter: @ 
badbanana. 


reporter while jogging towards | 


chance. I yelled something at 


him mid-question. It’s possible 
I did not use my please-and- 
thank-yous. 

To say 
Jones looked 
surprised is an 
understatement, 
He looked like 


to Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

Let’s put it this 
way. By the look 


subconscious had 
already filed the 
incident away on the 
“Raw Material for 
Future Night Terror 
Episodes” shelf. I’m sure 
it’s been checked out a few 
times since. 

Next, I started yelling 
at the players. I was 
intoxicated with power, And 


the other fans joined in. A 
few catcalls at first, followed 
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Hooper Backed by Hometown, 
on the Court and in the Air 


SOMEDAY, JORDAN 
HOOPER MAY 
BECOME AN EXPERT in 
scrapbooking. 

Already, her mother 
has four scrapbooks 
— one for each year 
of high school — ready to be filled with 
Jordan’s basketball-related items. 

“But right now, we just have all these 
totes,” Hooper said. “We don’t have one 
for the college stuff yet because it would 
be way too much.” 

Hooper is only entering her sophomore 
year as a member of the Nebraska 
women’s basketball team. 

But because she’s so popular in her 
hometown of Alliance, the newspaper 
clippings keep flowing into Hooper’s 
mailbox in Lincoln. Some items are from 
people she knows; many are from people 
she doesn’t. 

“T think it’s mostly my mom’s 
hairdressing clients,” Hooper said. 
“They ask her what my address is, and 
they send me stuff.” 

Hooper saves the items and brings 
them along when she 
makes the 6-hour drive 
home to Alliance — 
which happens only 
a couple of times a 


year. ALLIANCE NEBRASKA 


One time, Hooper 
flew from Alliance 
to Lincoln and back, 
all in one day. That 
was possible because 
of the generosity of her 
hometown. 

Hooper was supposed to 
come to Lincoln to have her 
photo taken for the newspaper’s 
high school all-state team, but the 


Population: 8,491 
Distance from Lincoln: 419 miles 


JORDAN HOOPER FILE 
Born: Feb, 20, 1992 | Ht: 6-2 
Class: Sophomore | Position: Forward 


drive would mean she’d have to miss 
a day of school. Hooper hates missing 
school. 

So several Alliance businesses pitched 
in and paid for a small plane for Hooper 
and her father to fly to Lincoln ona 
Saturday. Hooper’s only expense: A few 
thank-you letters. 

“Tt was pretty cool the way the town 
did that,” Hooper said. 

Alliance is a Husker town, Hooper 
said, although maybe not as big as some 
towns around Lincoln, merely because 
of the distance. But they certainly follow 
Hooper, and they keep track of Brodrick 
Nickens, another Alliance native who’s a 
football walk-on. 

“They always listen (to basketball 
games) on the Internet, and sometimes 
they have parties at people’s houses,” she 
said. “They usually have to listen on the 
Internet, but this year we'll have Big Ten 
coverage.” 

Hooper didn’t plan on becoming 
a Husker until the end of her junior 
year of high school. Before then, 
Hooper questioned whether she’d play 

college basketball 
anywhere. 

“Going into my 

freshman year 

of high school, 

I didn’t think I 
even wanted to 
play sports in 
college. Some 
days I'd be really 
good at practice, 
and other days I’d 
be really bad,” she 
said. “But I’m really 
happy with the decision I 
made, and I’m really happy 
with the decision I made to come 
here, too. It’s been a great fit.” 
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Travel and Transport Vacations with Husker 
Sports Marketing Present Husker Cruise 
2012! Join Greg Sharpe, Matt Davison and 
Husker legends Johnny Rodgers, Mike 
Rozier, and Eric Crouch! Also joining 
us will be Tommie Frazier, Aaron Graham, 
Zach Wiegert, Rich Glover, Alex Henery, 
Milt Tenopir, and Charlie McBride; plus 
cheerleader alumni, band alumni and 
mascot! There’s nothing like a quick 


getaway in the sun, and there’s no better way 
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to do it than onboard our Husker cruise ship — 
chartered exclusively for over 2000 Husker 
fans to connect, network, and share their love 
of all things Big Red. Join the Sea of Red on 
the blue sea!” Our 3 Night Bahamas 
cruise sets sail on the Majesty of the Seas. 
Bahamas bound guests will enjoy a newly 
remodeled pool deck, expanded Day Spa & 
Fitness Center, plus tastefully refurbished 
staterooms, featuring luxurious bedding, 


flat-screen TVs and more. 


Huskers Illustrated and Jacob North... 
both are Legends and Leaders. 


2011 Nebraska Football Schedule 


Date Opponent Time 


COMPANIES 


Sat, Sept. 3 TN atChattanooga  2:30p.m. 
Conventional Printing Sat, Sept. 10 Fresno State 6 p.m. 
Digital Printing Sat, Sept. 17 Washington 2:30 p.m. 


Variable Data Processing 


Cross Media Solutions Sat, Oct. 8 Ohio State * 7 p.m. 
Mail Services 
Fulfillment Sat, Oct. 29 Michigan State * 
o, Sat, Nov. 5 Northwestwestern*® TBA 
Label Printing 
In-house Bindery 
Online Print Management Sat, Nov. 25 lowa* 11 a.m. 
Direct Mail Solutions Home Games in White 
LINCOLN OMAHA 


402.470.5335  “ww.jacobnorth.com 499 391.5696 


Six generations of print excellence...next generation innovation. 
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No Persa,No Problem 


: yards of total offense. 
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Northwestern opens season with win at Boston 
College despite absence of All-Big Ten QB I TERRY DOUGLASS 


It appears Northwestern 
might have to make a go of 
it early this season without 
standout quarterback Dan Persa 
(pictured), who was promoted 
as a Heisman Trophy candidate 
in the preseason by the Wildcats 
but hasn’t fully recovered after 
rupturing his Achilles’ tendon 
last November. 

Persa was questionable 
leading up to Northwestern’s 
Sept. 3 season-opener at 
Boston College and was a late 
scratch from the starting lineup. 
However, back-up quarterback 
Kain Colter performed well 
in Persa’s absence, passing for 
197 yards and rushing for 71 
yards and a touchdown as the 
Wildcats beat Boston College 
24-17. 


Even if Northwestern has 
to start Colter for an extended 
period of time, Wildcats’ 
head coach Pat Fitzgerald 
said he has confidence in the 
sophomore’s abilities. 

“He’s a young man who’s 
unflappable,” Fitzgerald said. 
“T think he’s very poised. 
The biggest sign of maturity 
I saw from him is emotional 
control. 

“As a quarterback, especially 
with what we do, he’s kind of 


: got to stay even-keel. (We saw) 
- some great signs of maturity 
» from him.” 


Colter completed 17-of- 


_ 24 pass attempts. He was 


intercepted just once, while 


- completing passes to eight 
: different receivers. 


THANKFUL 
BUCKEYES 


Following Ohio 
State's successful 
2011 season- 
opener in which 
new head coach 
Luke Fickell and 
crew beat Akron 
42-0, Fickell took 
the opportunity to 
thank OSU fans for 
their loyal support 
of the program, 
despite its recent 


troubles. 


“| kept telling our 
players throughout 
the game how hot 


it was, but can only : 


imagine what it 


must have been like 


in the stands with 
105,000 people,’ 
Fickell said in a 
prepared release. 
“On behalf of the 
entire program | 
want to say ‘thank 
you’ to the fans 
for coming out 

to the game and 
supporting the 


team.” 


Ohio State was hit; 


with suspensions 

in the offseason 
after it was revealed 
that several players 
received illegal 
benefits. 


- AS ADVERTISED 


: If there were any doubts quarterback 
‘transfer Russell Wilson would fit in well 


at Wisconsin, they were erased in the 
Badgers’ 51-17 season-opening win over 
UNLV as the senior accounted for 311 


“There's great tradition here and a great 
atmosphere, so it’s great playing for 
these guys,” Wilson told UWBadgers. 
com. “I think | did well for my first game, 


but I've just got to get better.” 


BIG TEN ROUNDUP 
» After his season-opening win over 
UNLY, Wisconsin’s Bret Bielema 
became the sixth-fastest Big Ten 
coach since 1946 to reach 50 career 


/ wins. Only Bo Schembechler, Joe 
: Paterno, Earle Bruce, Lloyd Carr and 


: Jim Tressel reached 50 wins faster. 


» It appears Joe Bauserman has 
established himself as Ohio State’s 
starting quarterback. The senior was 
12-of-16 passing for 163 yards and 


| three TDs in his debut against Akron. 


> The quarterback competition at 
Penn State appears to be anything 
but settled. After a three-player derby 
in the spring, it’s now between Rob 
Bolden and Matt McGloin. 


> Heading into what was the first- 


ever night game at Michigan Stadium 


» on Sept. 10, Wolverines’ coach Brady 


Hoke admitted he isn’t fond of night 


» games. “Asa coach or a player, it’s a 


long day,” Hoke said. 


> Despite missing the season- 


' opener due to a clerical error on his 


paperwork while transferring from 


Auburn, senior linebacker Eltoro 


Freeman is expected to play a big role 


for Michigan State’s defense. 


> The Big Ten set a nine-game 
conference attendance record in week 
one. In total, 707,695 fans entered 
the gates of conference stadiums, 
including five sellouts, breaking the 


- old nine-game mark of 684,385. 


Questions on Husker | 


offense to be answered 
in coming weeks 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


If fans expected Nebraska’s offense to click from the 
first snap this season, there were probably plenty of 
disappointed fans in red. 

Just how Nebraska's offense would look was one of 
the biggest questions coming into the 2011 season, and, 
so far, it’s clear the offense is a work in progress. 

For example, in the opener against Tennessee- 
Chattanooga, Nebraska’s offense was stifled and 
inconsistent. After showing little of the new schemes in 
the spring game, many fans were eager to see what Tim 
Beck had been brewing through fall camp. So far, the 
answer to that question is unclear. 

“The execution of it wasn’t very good,” Bo Pelini said 
after the Tennessee-Chattanooga game. “Too many 
busts, a couple communication errors out there on the 
field -- just a lot of things we need to get better at. I just 
believe offensively, you have to be very efficient. You 
can’t have many no-yardage plays, lost yardage plays, 
things that really had nothing to do with what the 
defense was doing but were self-imposed by us. You’ve 
got to fix that because that’s how you lose drives.” 

The question Nebraska’s offense will need to answer 
this fall is simple: What is its identity? 

Will Nebraska be a team that can stream Taylor 
Martinez, Rex Burkhead and its trio of talented 
freshman running backs and control the clock? Is it 
an offense based on getting short passes to its stable of 
talented wide receivers? 

More importantly, when Nebraska is on the road 
and the game is tight, what are the Huskers going to 


When 
Nebraska is 
on the road 
and the game 
is tight, 
what are 
the Huskers 
going to 

do when 
they need 

to convert a 
third-and-7? 


do when they need to convert a third-and-7? Last season, that question was 
never answered as Nebraska lost three of its last four games and limped into 
the offseason. Recently, it seems that the Nebraska offense is at its best when 
protection breaks down and Martinez escapes the pocket. Short of waiting for 


plays to break down, what will be Nebraska's identity? 
After the opening game, that answer was unclear. 


Beck’s offense shows imagination -- a mix of spread, option, zone read and a 
few wrinkle formations. One that seems to be the most intriguing is a diamond 
formation, where three backs line up in a triangle behind Martinez. 

Martinez appears to be back to his old self, a positive for Nebraska's 


burgeoning offense. The game-breaking 
speed is back and his ability to scramble 
from the pocket brings an added 
dimension to the offense, but against 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, for example, 
too much of the offense was being 
driven by Martinez’s running ability 

-- something that can’t continue this 
season. 

The offensive line was another 
question mark, Despite playing several 
players, Nebraska never seemed to get a 
sustained push off the line. 

“Very inconsistent,” Pelini said of 
the line. “Really, across the front, it 
just wasn't up to our standard. There 
were some good things, I saw some 
good things out there; 1 saw some guys 
perform well. Up front, you’ve got to 
be clicking on all cylinders and you’ve 
got to be playing good across the whole 
front, and we weren't always doing 
that.” 

Beck said late in the game against 
Tennessee-Chattanooga that he began 
repeatedly calling the same play to 
give his offense more practice. NU’s 
offensive tempo was a positive and the 
pieces for success seem to be in place 
and will continue to improve as the 
season progresses. 

“T would have hoped for the offense 
to do a lot better than what it did 
today,” Martinez said. “I don’t think 
we came out very strong up front, and I 
think we have a lot to learn from.” 

The first few weeks are never a 
great indication of where a team is 
offensively, and expecting perfection, 
or something close to it, right out of the 
chutes might be wishful thinking. 

But ifthe NU offense is finally going 
to keep up with Nebraska's defense, it'll 
have to make big strides during the non- 
conference season. N 


Read daily Husker reports from 
Michael Bruntz at HuskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter (@michaelbruntz 


DIGITAL EDITION 
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The digital edition includes all the great content you find in our print edition, 
plus special features such as extra photos and special video content. 


* Immediate delivery (no waiting for the mail to come) 

* Multi-device access: Read it on iPad, Mac and PC 

* Bookmark, search and save pages you love most 

* Fun to explore and share on social networks 

* Easily archive and store your issues (save a trip to the recycling bin) 


Desktop 
or Laptop 


To take advantage of 
the $24.95 launch 

2 paar ed < Ses special or to claim your 
Z ZInNIO- ore , 4 free issues visit 
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8,200 Nebraskans got healthier and helped N E Fay RAS KA 


their employers save nearly $3 MILLION in 


S T i) 
health care costs as a result of the most [ - a V 


recent Live Healthy Nebraska Challenge. 


The next Challenge begins September 12. C HALLE N G E 
Pere ES 


22 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | SEPTEN 


1 What’s 


the biggest 
advantage of 
having a dad 
on the coaching 
staff? 

: It’s 
not necessarily 
having him as a 


TE, 6°6, 255, JR. 


AMES, IOWA coach, but he’s 
- right there if 


you need your 


FIVE 


Ben Cotton 


A family that plays together, stays eeuer 


Ben Cotton is a 


father. If you 
ever have to blow off steam or go over 
some stuff, it’s a lot easier to relate to 


someone from your family. 


haye a brother on the to take him under my 


junior tight end. His team, adad asacoach - wing and try to help 


HI: And the biggest disadvantage? 


father, Barney, is and another brother —_—s+éhim be the best that he 
Nebraska’s offensive that’s going to be on can be.” ‘Yond yeas get ia last-word, 
line coach. And his the team. Bensaidhelhep — and you'll always finish the issues over 


family dinner or something away from 


brother, Jake, is a “Fortunately, | _ Jake, too, but that Jake 


usually turns more the stadium. 


redshirted freshman redshirted, so it’s going 


brother, Sam, :It would have to be my high 


guard. toward his father 
Next season, for questions. 41: What’s one thing you miss about 
another “People tend Ames? 
si) 


to say that me 


school friends. I don’t see them much 


joins the team and Jake are 


as a tight end. polar opposites at all. 
He’s a senior at on a lot of 
Lincoln (Neb.) stuff,” Ben said. Have questions about last year’s 
Southeast. _ “But Sam, it’s 4a Texas A&M game finally subsided? 
Too many kind of funny. =_— : Yeah, until you just asked 
Cottons in one He’s kind of a me. 
place? Nota mix between 
chance, says | the two of us. HI: Who do you like to follow on 
Ben. I’m more calm 5 Twitter? 
“Tt’s really and chill some IN: My brother is pretty funny. 
like a dream come to be possible for all stuff. “ Tim Marlowe and Cameron Meredith 
true,” he said. “I three of us to be able “Tt’s really funny are pretty funny, and then Brandon 


think it might be one 
of the first times in 
NCAA history that 
something like that 
happens where you 


to be on the same 

team. It’s going to be 
real cool to have one 
of them (Sam) at my 
own position. I'll get 


Visit the NEW Huskersillustrated.com 


how opposite me and 
Jake can be on some 
issues. But Sam, he’s 


' really a mix of both 


of us.” 
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Kinnie, the king of it all. He’s probably 
the funniest guy to follow. I use it more 
as a connection with my teammates 
and friends. 
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PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


After Fresno State sliced Nebraska’s lead to 28- 
26 with 12 minutes to play, the Cornhuskers were 
searching for a spark to hold off the upset-minded 
Bulldogs. 

And just like that, Ameer Abdullah came 
through. The Nebraska freshman I-back returned 
a kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown to help 
increase the Huskers’ lead to 35-26 with 11:50 
remaining on the way to a 42-29 victory. 

Abdullah broke free down the sideline, juked 
one would-be tackler at the Fresno State 10-yard 
line and then carried another into the end zone 
from the 2, electrifying the home fans at Memorial 
Stadium. 

“T wasn’t really doing anything the coaches 
weren't expecting me to do, but just at that turning 
point of the game, it was huge,” Abdullah said. 
“We were up 28-26 and that play came and we 
had the big (momentum) and we took it.” 

Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini said he was 
pleased to see Abdullah perform up to his 
capabilities. 

“T think he showed how explosive of a player 
he can be,” Pelini said. ‘“He’s a weapon back there 
and, obviously, he did a nice job.” 


by Terry Douglass 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


Abdullah said he was confident the Huskers 
could break off a big return. 

“Well we had a couple previous kickoff returns 
that were almost there,” said Abdullah, who 
had a 38-yard kickoff return earlier in the game. 
“Everyone did a great job of clearing a hole for 
me. 

“Coach told me, ‘If you get caught by a kicker, 
you're going to get kicked off (the team),’ so I had 
to make a move and make a play.” 

Not that it was easy. Abdullah admitted that he 
almost ran out of gas. 

“Tt was partially fatigue and I started cramping 
in my left leg a little bit,” Abdullah said. “But I 
had to get into the end zone.” 

Abdullah finished with five kickoff returns for 
211 yards against Fresno State, establishing a 
Nebraska single-game record. The previous record 
was 186 yards by Josh Davis on seven kickoff 
returns at Kansas State in 2002. 

“Tt’s a great feeling especially to do it as a 
freshman in only the second game,” Abdullah 
said. “I’m very humbled by the situation.” 


by Terry Douglass 
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ebraska’s seemingly all-or-nothing 
offensive production during its 
42-29 home victory over Fresno 
State came as little surprise to 

Cornhuskers’ offensive coordinator Tim 

Beck. 

In breaking down game video of 
the Bulldogs’ defense unit prior to the 
game, he said Fresno State’s aggressive 
approach often resulted in volatile 
outcomes. 

“They either stop you or give up big 
plays, and we knew that,” said Beck, 
whose offense produced six plays of 38 
yards or longer against the Bulldogs. “We 
said we had to be patient because they 
were going to stop us at times, but when 
we got our opportunities, we knew there 
were going to be big plays. We knew it 
was going to be that kind of a ballgame.” 

In its 36-21 season-opening loss to 
California, Fresno State allowed nine 
plays of 20 yards or more. Nebraska’s 
offense followed a similar path as 
sophomore quarterback Taylor Martinez 
had runs of 57, 38 and 46 yards against 
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the Bulldogs besides completing passes 
of 42 yards to wide receiver Kenny Bell, 
43 yards to wide receiver Jamal Turner 
and 53 yards to tight end Kyler Reed. 


After a shaky start, quarterback Taylor 
Martinez finished with 166 yards and 
two touchdowns rushing on 15 carries in 
Nebraska’s win over Fresno State. 

Despite throwing two interceptions 
(one on a Hail Mary into the end 
zone on the final play of the first half) 
and fumbling three times (none lost), 
Martinez’s 385 yards of total offense 
ranked eighth in school history and 
marked his second-highest career total, 
trailing only his 435-yard performance 
last season at Oklahoma State. 

“He’s only about 15 games in as 
a starter, (so) he’s not going to play 
perfect,” Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini 
said of Martinez. “A lot of people would 
take what he did.” 

Martinez had a 57-yard run in the 
first quarter, a 38-yard run in the second 


quarter and a 46-yard TD run to close 
out the scoring in the fourth quarter. He 
was also 10-of-21 passing for 219 yards 
and a score as the offense accounted for 
21 of Nebraska’s 28 second-half points. 

“The whole offense got together and 
explained exactly what they were doing 
because it’s kind of hard to get everyone 
together on the sidelines and say what 
they were doing,” Martinez said. “When 
we got together at halftime, we exploited 
what they were doing and we did that in 
the second half.” 


Nebraska received big performances 
from three freshmen in its win over 
Fresno State: 

> Freshman I-back Ameer Abdullah 
had five kickoff returns for 211 yards, 
establishing a single-game record for 
the Huskers. That included a 100-yard 
kickoff return that tied for the second- 
longest in school history. 

> Freshman receiver Jamal Turner had 
three receptions for 63 yards, including 
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One week after gaining just 218 
yards of total offense in a loss to 
California, Fresno State used the 
element of surprise to more than 
double its output at Nebraska. 

The Bulldogs finished with 444 
total yards and their 29 points 
were the most scored by a non- 
conference opponent against the 
Huskers at Memorial Stadium 
since Virginia Tech in the Hokies’ 
35-30 win at Lincoln in 2008. 

Quarterback Derek Carr — the 
brother of former Fresno State star 


2 
ot 


and first-round NFL draft choice 
David Carr — utilized several 
follout passing plays to finish 
20-of-41 through the air for 254 
yards and a TD as the Blackshirts 
defense failed to record a sack, 
tackle for loss or an interception. 
Nebraska defensive coordinator 
Carl Pelini said the Bulldogs 
came in with a strategy of trying 
to negate the Huskers’ pass rush 
and putting NU's defensive backs 
“on an island” by rolling Carr out to 
the sidelines. He said Fresno State 


Ry : 
hadn't featured rollout pass plays 
either this season or going back 
6-7 games into the 2010 campaign. 

“It was unique — not something 
that we had seen them do before,” 
Pelini said. “But (Fresno State's) 
coaches had a good scheme to 
negate our pass rush and (Carr) 
is a good quarterback. He's got a 
good arm and he knows when to 
throw it way. He wasn't going to 
take a sack. 

“They did a nice job. They hada 


game plan for us.” 


a 43-yard catch in the third quarter to set 
up a TD that put Nebraska ahead 21-20. 
He’s now averaging nearly 21 yards per 
reception this season. 

> Redshirt freshman Kenny Bell had his 
first career reception when he hauled in a 
42-yard pass in the second quarter to set the 
stage for Rex Burkhead’s 1-yard scoring run 
that tied the score at 14-14 with 4:52 left in 
the first half. 

“Freshman or fifth-year senior, it was 
important for us to go out here and make 
plays tonight,” Bell said. “We were told 
that over and over again. It’s great to see the 
freshmen make plays, the young guys make 
plays, but without those older guys we 
really wouldn't be much of a unit. We need 
them and we need their leadership.” 


COMPTON'S COMEBACK 
After missing most of Nebraska’s season 
opener against Chattanooga with an ankle 


injury, Nebraska linebacker Will Compton 
rebounded with a 15-tackle performance 
against Fresno State, tying fellow linebacker 
Lavonte David for the team lead in total 
stops. 

“Will played a great game ... and he 
wasn't 100 percent,” Nebraska defensive 
coordinator Carl Pelini said. “Even at 
practice, you could see he wasn’t 100 
percent, so he fought through it. (The 
trainers) originally said that Will would 
be out through this game, but he fought 
through the pain and practiced anyway 
and gimped around the practice field, but 
prepared himself anyway. He got better 
each day. 

“Tt’s good to have (Will) in the game. 
He’s kind of the glue for us.” 

Compton, whose previous career best 
was seven tackles, said his ankle felt 
“alright.” 


MAHER’S MISTAKE? 

Despite another good punting day, 
Nebraska's Brett Maher said he deserved 
some of the blame for a 67-yard punt 
return for a TD by Fresno State’s Devon 
Wylie to open the scoring with 7:45 
remaining in the first quarter. 

“It was disappointing,’ Maher said. 

“| was supposed to get it a little more 
outside the hash than | did and kind of 
left it in the middle of the field, He's a 
good return guy and he made us pay 
for that.’ 

Wylie’s score was the first punt return 
for aTD against Nebraska since Oct. 20, 
2001, when Texas Tech's Wes Welker had 
an 85-yard return for a touchdown. 

Maher was solid otherwise, punting 
five times for an average of 50.8 yards. 
The Kearney High School graduate 
had a long punt of 57 yards and twice 
pinned Fresno State inside its own 
20-yard line. 


WORTH NOTING 

> The newest class of Nebraska Football 
Hall of Fame was recognized prior to 
the Fresno State game at Memorial 
Stadium. Former Cornhuskers inducted 
included: Defensive tackle Carel 
Stith (1964-66), linebacker Bob Terrio 
(1970-71), middle guard Lawrence Pete 
(1986-88), cornerback Ralph Brown 
(1996-99) and rover Mike Brown (1996- 
99), who played prep football for current 
NU offensive coordinator Tim Beck at 
Saguaro High School in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Both Ralph Brown and Mike Brown were 
first-team All-America selections, while 
the other three honorees were each 
first-team All-Big Eight picks. 

> Nebraska trailed Fresno State 17-14 
at halftime before coming from behind 
to earn the win. The victory improved 
the Huskers to 5-9 under head coach Bo 
Pelini when trailing at the intermission. 

> Husker game captains for the Fresno 
State contest were four California 
natives: Sophomore quarterback Taylor 
Martinez, sophomore receiver Quincy 
Enunwa, junior defensive end Cameron 
Meredith and sophomore defensive 
back Dijon Washington. 
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NEBRASKA FRESNO STATE 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 1) Tight end Kyler Reed manages to hold on to the ball for a 53-yard catch from Taylor Martinez. 
Photo by Scott Bruhn. 2) Kenny Bell snags a 42-yard catch. Photo by Scott Bruhn. 3) A Nebraska offensive lineman tries to shove 
teammate Ameer Abdullah for a couple of extra yards. Photo by Randy Hampton. 4) Nebraska players celebrate after a Rex Burkhead 
touchdown. Photo by Aaron Babcock. 5) Junior safety Daimion Stafford celebrates with his teammates after a key defensive stop. 
Photo by Aaron Babcock. 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: wit anybody take the load off Taylor Martinez’s 
shoulders in the running game? In the first half against Fresno State, Martinez was C 
already over 100 yards rushing, while his running backs were barely registering on the 

stat sheet. Tennessee-Chattanooga was no aberration: until Nebraska toughens up “7 
along the offensive line, the running game is going to consist of short dives into the line and 
waiting for Martinez to take one to the house. Part of the blame lies on Nebraska's non-existent 
passing game. Until Nebraska can prove that it can move the ball through the air, teams will be 
content to give up a long gainer or two to keep Nebraska stymied on the ground. The numbers 
might look good thanks to Martinez’s long runs, but the run game is far from thriving. 


PASSING OFFENSE: Feast or famine seems like the appropriate cliche, but 
using ‘feast’ is a bit misleading. Martinez was 4 for 13 for 79 yards with two interceptions C =| 
in the first half and continued to miss receivers and throw off his back foot. Nebraska 

again never established a consistent passing threat through the air. For all the talk of 
taking advantage of speedy wide receivers and getting guys the ball in space, Nebraska has 
been unable to hit short passing routes that stretch defenses and result in big plays. Martinez 
finally found Kenny Bell streaking down the sidelines late in the second quarter, but too often 
Saturday, Nebraska‘s passing game consisted of throwing the ball deep and hoping a receiver 
could run under it and make the catch. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: one week after rushing for 86 yards on 17 carries in 


a loss against California, Fresno State running back Robbie Rouse was able to exploit 
Nebraska's defense for 128 yards rushing on 26 attempts through three quarters of 

play behind a relatively inexperienced offensive line. The 5-foot-7, 180-pound junior 

had 15 carries for 57 yards in the first half, but then ripped off gains of 8, 8, 21, 14. and 11 yards 
during Fresno State's first two third-quarter possessions. The tackling wasn’t terrible by the 
Blackshirts, but there certainly were plenty of holes to run through. With future opponents like 
Wisconsin — or even Washington for that matter — on the schedule, the Huskers’ inability to 
shut down the run has to rank as a significant concern. 


PASSING DEFENSE: Nebraska's pass defense received a tough early 

season test. Derek Carr and the Fresno State Bulldogs challenged the inexperienced ae 
secondary all game long. Several times Carr rolled out to his right and found receivers 

on underneath routes. The Huskers lack of pressure on Carr exposed nickel back a 


Justin Blatchford to the speed of Fresno’s receivers. Early in the fourth quarter, Carr found 
A.J. Johnson on a 55-yard pass along the sidelines, after Johnson had gotten behind Austin 
Cassidy's coverage. Carr then hit Harper on a 26-yard touchdown pass over Ciante Evans. His 
ensuing throw on the 2-point conversion sailed high. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: Fresno State's first touchdown came on 

a 67-yard punt return, the first against Nebraska since 2001 when Texas Tech's Wes Rr 
Welker took one back, so the Husker special teams were digging themselves out of a 

hole from midway through the first quarter -- until Ameer Abdullah’s 100-yard kickoff 
return in the fourth quarter. His kickoff-return yardage was a school record. Also, Brett Maher’s 
punting was just a bit off. 


PHOTOS BY SCOTT BRUHN (FAN) AND AARON BABCOCK (KYLER REED) 


Aaron Babcock MikeBabcock MichaelBruntz TerryDouglass KevinKugler Matt Davison 


Season, Last Week (7-1, 15-1) (7-1, 14-2) (7-1, 15-1) (6-2, 13-3) (7-1, 14-2) (14-2, 14-2) 
Washington at Nebraska NU 35-17 NU 49-17 NU 31-20 NU 30-20 NU 31-20 NU 31-17 
LSU at Mississippi State LSU 35-17 LSU 38-24 LSU 31-17 LSU 17-14 LSU 35-17 LSU 31-14 
Ohio State at Miami OSU 21-17 UM 27-21 OSU 21-17 OSU 21-17 OSU 31-17 OSU 31-27 
Pitt at lowa IOWA 21-20 PITT 42-28 IOWA 27-20 IOWA 28-20 PITT 21-20 IOWA 24-17 
Tennessee at Florida FLA 33-10 FLA 35-17 FLA 31-28 FLA 35-24 FLA 35-20 FLA 35-24 
Oklahoma at Florida State OU 28-27 OU 28-24 OU 24-21 OU 21-20 OU 31-21 OU 34-31 
Michigan State at Notre Dame MSU 28-24 MSU 31-20 MSU 30-21 MSU 20-17 MSU 38-28 ND 35-31 
Miami (Ohio) at Minnesota MIAMI 17-14 MIN 21-20 MIN 35-10 MIN 14-10 MIA 21-17 MIN 27-24 
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SCORING 


September 10, 2011 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 
Attendance: 85,101 


FRESNO STATE 14 | 3 3 9 
NEBRASKA 7 7 iy 21 


01} 7:45 FS - Wylie, Devon 67 yd punt return 
(Goessling, Kevin kick) 


5:54 NEB - Martinez, Taylor 1 yd run (Maher, 
Brett kick), 5-80 1:51 
0:28 FS - Carr, Derek 3 yd run (Goessling, 
Kevin kick), 10-67 5:17 
/02| 2nd 04:52 NEB - Burkhead, Rex 1 yd run 
(Maher, Brett kick), 6-85 2:49 
0:25 FS - Goessling, Kevin 22 yd field goal, 
11-67 4:18 
@ 3rd 10:17 FS - Goessling, Kevin 36 yd field 
goal, 10-61 4:43 
8:20 NEB - Enunwa, Quincy 16 yd pass from 
Martinez, Taylor (Maher, Brett kick), 5-61 1:50 
12:59 NEB - Burkhead, Rex 6 yd run (Maher, 
104] Brett kick), 3-67 1:00 
12:06 FS - Harper, Josh 26 yd pass from 
Carr, Derek (Car, Derek pass failed), 4-76 0:46 
11:50 NEB - Abdullah, Ameer 100 yd 
kickoff return (Maher, Brett kick) 26 - 35 
5:24 FS - Goessling, Kevin 37 yd field goal, 
14-52 6:19 29-35, 
2:02 NEB - Martinez, Taylor 46 yd run 
(Maher, Brett kick), 7-80 3:22 29 - 42 


0 


an 7 
cv 7 
14 14 
17:14 
20 14 
20 21 
20 28 
26 28 
26 35 
29 35 
29 42 


TEAM STATS cnet sence 


FIRST DOWNS 24 
Rushing 13 
Passing ny 
Penalty 

NET YARDS RUSHING 190 
Rushing Attempts 40° 
Average Per Rush 48 
Rushing Touchdowns 1 
Yards Gained Rushing 193, 
Yards Lost Rushing 3 

NET YARDS PASSING 254 
Completions-Attempts-Int 20-41-0 
Average Per Attempt 62 
Average Per Completion 127 
Passing Touchdowns 1 

TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 444 

Total offense plays 81 

Average Gain Per Play 55 

Fumbles: Number-Lost 2:1 

Penalties: Number-Yards 5-50 

PUNTS-YARDS 7-253 
Average Yards Per Punt 36.1 
Net Yards Per Punt 30.9 
Inside 20 4 
50+ Yards 0 

KICKOFFS-YARDS 7-469 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 67,0 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 314 

Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 5-110-1 

Average Per Return 22.0, 

Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 6-149-0 

Average Per Return 24.8 

Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 2-13-0 

Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 

Miscellaneous Yards oO 

Possession Time 3712 

Third-Down Conversions 9of20 

Fourth-Down Conversions lof 

Sacks By: Number-Yards 4 

PAT Kicks 22 

Field Goals 33 
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IDUAL STATISTICS 


‘NEBRASKA 


iy RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG 
Martinez, Taylor 15 «(173 7 166 #2 57 111 
Burkhead, Rex mC UA 0 55 7 ee aoe 
Abdullah, Ameer 2 4 1 3 On 4)" 41,5: 
TEAM 3 0 5 5 0 0 17 
| TOS  § 35 22 13 29 4 57 63 
PASSING CA-I YOS TD LONG SACK 
Martinez, Taylor 10-21-2219 1 53 1 
RECEIVING NO YARDS 1D LONG 
Turner, Jamal 3 63 0 43 
Reed, Kyler 2 61 0 53 
Bell, Kenny 1 42 0 42 
Cotton, Ben 1 20 0 20 
Enunwa, Quincy 1 16 1 16 
Marlowe, Tim 1 B 0 2B 
Burkhead, Rex EO ee 
TOTALS ie 20 =| 53 
PUNTS NO YDS AVG LONG IN20 TB 
Maher, Brett 5 254 50.8 57 2 0 
Punts WCKOFFS UNTERCEPTIONS 
RETURNS NO YDS LG NO YDS LG NO YDS LG 
Abdullah,Ameer 1 17 17 5 211 100 0 0 0 


DEFENSE TS AT TT SACK-YD TFL-YD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH 
Compton, Will 6 915 - 7 eo Se 
David, Lavonte 5 1015 - ee Fie Ee | 
Stafford, D. 561 1 - 
Evans, Ciante 3 - - = fills 
Steinkuler,B. 1 - 1 
Smith, PJ. 2 - 2 

Meredith, C. 1 - s E Pe Be “vl 
Fisher,Sean 0 - - = 

Cassidy, Austin 0 - = rt 


3 
5 
3 
4 
5 
4 
Blatchford,J, 2 1 
Green, Andrew 2 1 
Stoddard,G. 1 2 
Grick, Jared 03 
Ankrah, Jason 1 1 
Williams, Josh 0 2 
Enunwa, Quincy 1 0 
Cotton, Ben 10 
Thorell,Lance 1 0 
Whaley, Alonzo 0 1 
Burkhead, Rex 0 0 
Moore, Terrence 0 1 
Stoddard,G. 0 1 
Ebke, Jim 01 


se csSeae een nwwuwwaunuunan a 
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FRESNO STATE 


RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG 
Rouse, Robbie 360-169 0 169 «#20 21 47 
Carr, Derek 3 19 3 16 1 6 53 
Wylie, Devon 1 5 0 5 0 5 50 
Torals OddCT 
PASSING CAI YDS TD LONG SACK 
Carr, Derek 20-41-0254 1 55 0 
RECEIVING NO YARDS TD LONG 
Evans, Rashad 6 63 0 20 
Wylie, Devon 4 50 0 16 
Rouse, Robbie 3 28 0 21 
Harper, Josh 2 33 1 26 
Burse, Isaiah 2 5 0 3 
Johnson, AJ. 1 55 0 55 
Saunders, Jalen 1 7 0 7 
Raphael, Austin 1 3 0 3 
TOTALS. 2 ane a ote 
Shapiro, Andrew 7 253 36.1 43 4 1 
PoNTs KIGKOFFS INTERCEPTIONS 
RETURNS NO YDS LG NO YDS LG NO YDS LG 
Wylie, Devon 5 110 67 6 30 o 0 (0 
Burse, Isaiah 0 0 0 6 149 33 o 0 0 
Smith, Derron 0 0 0 0 0 0 1B B 
Jones, LJ. o 0 0 o 0 0 1 0 0 
FIELD GOALS QTR TIME DISTANCE RES 
Goessling, Kevin 2nd 00:25 22yards Good 
Goessling, Kevin 3rd 10:17 36yards = Good 
Goessling, Kevin 4th 05:24 37yards Good 


DEFENSE TS AT TT SACK-YD TFL-YD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH 
4% = Wa, ae Mee a 


Dennis, Terrance 4 
Knox, Kyle 2 
Smith, Derron 
Harrell, Logan 


5 1-131 

4 wei 

Toma, Jeremiah 3 
Green, |saiah 2 
Akers, Matt 1 
Brown, Travis 1 
McEntee, Chase 1 
Jones, LJ. 1 
Raphael, Austin 0 
Harrison,Nat 0 
Davison, Tyeler 0 
Shapiro, A. 0 
Okpalaugo,T, 0 
Su’a, Patrick 0 
ADilihunt,E. 0 
Alston, Sean 0 
0 


6 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Wilson, Cristin 1 
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ROSTER 


2011 Nebraska 


Numerical Roster/Depth Chart Husker Offense Husker Defense 
No. Name............ .Position : No. Name... ......... Position Wide Receiver (x) ; Defensive End 
1 KhiryCooper.......,- WR : 45 AlonzoWhaley,........ LB | (#84) Brandon Kinnie, 6-3, 225, Sr. } (#9) Jason Ankrah, 6-4, 265, So. 
1 Harvey Jackson... ..... Si 46 SamBurtch......... WR (#83) Stanley Jean-Baptiste, 6-3, 220,S0. | OR (#46) Eric Martin, 6-2, 260, ur. 
2  AntonioBell....... ,. CB i 46 EricMarin.... 2.0.00. DE : (47) Joseph Carter, 6-5, 250, Jr. 
2 AaronGreen.. wee ae IB: 47 WalkerAshburn........ DE Left Tackle H 
3 Taylor Martinez, .-.,... QB : 48 TylerLegate.....,..... FB (#50) Jermarcus Hardrick, 6-7, 320, Sr. Defensive Tackle 
3 Daimion Stafford. ....... S : 48 TobiOkuyemi......... DE (#71) Jeremiah Sirles, 6-6, 320, So. ? (#94) Jared Crick, 6-6, 285, Sr. 
4 LavonteDavid..,.,. »+ LB} 49 MattManninger....... LB (#79) Brandon Thompson, 6-6, 300, Jr. : (#90) Terrence Moore, 6-3, 290, Sr. 
5 BraylonHeard......,.. IB : 50 BroderickBoehm....... LB : (#97) Chase Rome, 6-3, 295, RFr. 
5 JoshMitchell,.. 0.0.2... CB : 50 Jermarcus Hardrick ...... OL Left Guard i 
6 CoreyCooper.....: ,.. S } 51 BrandonChapek........ OL (#63) Andrew Rodriguez, 6-6, 325, So. : Defensive Tackle 
6 TimMarlowe......... WR: 51 WillCompton.......... LB (#77) Seung Hoon Choi, 6-2, 290, Jr, ? (#55) Baker Steinkuhler, 6-6, 290, Jr. 
7 TaariqAllen......0-.. WR: 52 RyanKlachko......... OL : (#53) Thaddeus Randle, 6-1, 300, So. 
7 Joseph Carter......... DE ; 52 J.C.Moore........05. DE | Center : 
8 AmeerAbdullah.....,.. IB : 63 AdamKucera.......... OL (#58) Mike Caputo, 6-1, 275, Sr, i Defensive End 
8 Austin Cassidy... 2... S : 53 Thaddeus Randle... ..- - DT (#62) Cole Pensick, 6-2, 275, So, : (#34) Cameron Meredith, 6-4, 260, Jr. 
9 Jason Ankrah,.. 6.4.65. DE : 54 AaronHayes.......... OL : (#98) Josh Williams, 6-4, 260, Jr. 
9 Tyson Broekemeier ..., . QB ; 55 BakerSteinkuhler..,.... DT | Right Guard ; 
10 JamalTurner.... 0... WR: 56 MarkPelini........... OL (#61) Spencer Long, 6-4, 305, So : BUCK 
10 DijonWashington ...... | CB : 57 ToddPeatur.......0.. DT (#68) Jake Cotton, 6-6, 295, RFr, = (#42) Sean Fisher, 6-6, 235, Jr. 
11 CurenskiGilleylen ... 2... IB: 57 ZachSteup........4. OL i (#45) Alonzo Whaley, 6-1, 235, Jr, 
11 AndrewGreen......4,. CB i 58 MikeCaputo.......... OL Right Tackle ? (#38) Graham Stoddard, 6-2, 235, Jr. 
12 RonKellogg il... ... 5. QB : 59 WillSailos...... rat wet (#73) Tyler Moore, 6-6, 290, Fr. : 
12 Courtney Osborne....... S ; 59 Colby Starkebaum....... LB (#78) Marcel Jones, 6-7, 315, Sr. MIKE 
13 DanielDavie..... 6.0. DB : 59 BrianThorson,.,.....5. OL (#76) Brent Qvale, 6-7, 320, So, ¢ (#51) Will Compton, 6-2, 230, Jr, 
13: PAD SIM 9 on yoke woceale S : 61 SpencerLong......-.. OL i (#43) Trevor Roach, 6-2, 235, RFF. 
14 LesterWard .......... PR PL Dat WNE. ois is epee OT Tight End i (#41) David Santos, 6-0, 205, Fr, 
15 BrionCarnes..... 0 0s QB : 62 ColePensick.,........ OL (#81) Ben Cotton, 6-6, 255, Jr. i 
15 AlfonzoDennard........ CB : 62 NathanielAllen......... DL OR (#25) Kyler Reed, 6-3, 230, Jr, i WILL 
16 YusefWade.......... DB : 63 Andrew Rodriguez. ...... OL (#41) Jake Long, 6-4, 240, So. : (#4) — Lavonte David, 6-1, 225, Sr. 
17 CianteEvans.........4 CB : 65 RyneReeves......4.;. OL (#37) Kevin Thomsen, 6-2, 245, Sr, i (#36) Mathew May, 6-1, 215, Sr. 
18 QuincyEnunwa..,.... WR: 66 GivensPrice... 1... OL : (#32) Jim Ebke, 6-0, 205, Sr. 
19 MikeMarrow........5- FB : 67 ScottCriss,....- 0455. OL Wide Receiver (Z) i 
19 WilRichards........4, S$} 67 SamMeginnis......... LS (#18) Quincy Enunwa, 6-2, 210, So, : Dime 
21 Bronson Marsh, .....+.- S$: 68 JakeCotton........5. OL (#80) Kenny Bell, 6-1, 180, RFr. ? (#39) Justin Blatchford, 6-1, 200, ur. 
21 StevenOsborne......, WR : 68 JoshMolek........-4- DT (#1) Khiry Cooper, 6-2, 195, Jr. : (#23) Lance Thorell, 6-1, 200, Sr. 
22 Rex Burkhead. ........ IB : 69 Brodrick Nickens........ OL : 
22 Derek Slaughter. ....... LB: 70 KennyAnderson. ....... DE Wide Receiver (A) : Left Cornerback 
23 LanceThorell......... DB: 70 NickAsh........0.4. OL (#6) Tim Marlowe, 5-10, 178, Jr. : (#17) Ciante Evans, 5-11, 185, So. 
24 MuratKuzu.....,...4- RB: 71 JeremiahSirles......... OL (#10) Jamal Turner, 6-1, 180, Fr. ¢ (#8) Josh Mitchell, 5-11, 165, RFr. 
24 Austin Williams... ...... DB : 72 JustinJackson......... OL (#80) Kenny Bell, 6-1, 180, RFr. : (#10) Dijon Washington, 6-0, 190, So. 
25 JoeyFelici.. .. wee eee DB : 73 TylerMoore..... en cae OL H 
25 KylerReed.......,.-4- TE i 74 MikeMoudy.......... OL Quarterback } Safety 
26 Anthony Ridder... ..... QB : 75 LukeLingenfelte........ OL (#3) Taylor Martinez, 6-1, 200, So., Corona, : (#8) Austin Cassidy, 6-1, 210, Sr. 
26 = Tyler Wullenwaber...... WR i 76 BrentQvale,.. 2... .44. OL Calif, 1 Letter : (#13) P.J. Smith, 6-2, 210, ur. 
27 JonDamkroger,........ P : 77 SeungHoonChol ....... OL | (#15) Brion Carnes, 6-1, 200, RFF. : (#6) Corey Cooper, 6-1, 210, RFr. 
28 Austindones.... 0.2.00. IB : 78 MarcelJones.......... OL (#12) Ron Kellogg Ill, 6-1, 215, So. i 
29 SethJameson......55- DB : 79 BrandonThompson...... OL i Safety 
29 Collins Okafor... .....05 IB} 80 KennyBell........0. WR Fullback i (#12) Courtney Osbome, So,, 6-3, 200, So, 
30 Derek Foster... 65.4.5. DB ; 80 AndyGdowski......... DE | (#48) Tyler Legate, 5-10, 235, Jr. i OR (#3) Daimion Stafford, 6-1, 210, J. 
30 Richard WynneJr. 2. IB } 81 BenCotton.......0545 TE (#31) C.u, Zimmerer, 6-0, 235, So. : (#1) Harvey Jackson, 6-2, 205, RFF, 
OL Jase DOdit 6. iis. % oxi od CB : 82 RobertBamy.......... TE H 
31 CJ. Zimmerer.. 2... ... FB i 83 Stanley Jean-Baptiste... . WR |-Back } Right Cornerback 
82) INIEDKES o's ta pn stot 3 LB; 84 BrandonKinnie........ WR (#22) Rex Burkhead, 5-11, 210, Jr. : (#15) Alfonzo Dennard, 5-10, 205, Sr. 
32 Marcus Mendoza........ CB: 85 KCHyland.......... WR (#8) Ameer Abdullah, 5-9, 180, Fr, : (#11) Andrew Green, 6-0, 190, So, 
33 ColinMcDermott,...,... FB: 87 TaylorDixon...... 2.4 WR OR (#5) Braylon Heard, 5-11, 180, Fr. = (#2) Antonio Bell, 6-2, 200, dr. 
34 Cameron Meredith. ...... DE ; 88 TylerEvans.......454 WR OR (#2) Aaron Green, 5-11, 190, Fr. ; 
35 AndrewHolt.... 0.0.05 DB is: 89. “UT OK sits .6 clots bi cas TE (#28) Austin Jones, 5-10, 210, Ur. 
35 JayMartin.. 2. 2.2000. TE : 89 ConorMcDermatt....... DE 
36 MathewMay.......... LB i 90 TerenceMoore........ DT err 
36 EddieRidder.......... TE i 91 DonovanVestal........ oe | Husker Specialists 
37 MauroBondi.......... PK: 92 PJ. Mangiei.. 224-24 - LS ( : 
37 Kevin Thomsen......... TE : 92 KevinWilliams......... DT acres se Br vei dom 4 . 
: : er, 6-0, 185, Jr, (#92) PJ. Mangieri, 6-4, 240, Ur., Peoria, Ill. 
38 GrahamStoddard....... LB i 94 JaredCrick,. 1... 0.00 OT (#37) Mauro Bondi, 6-0, 190, Fr (467) Sam Meginnis, 6-2, 230, Jr 
39 Justin Blatchford... ..... S$: 95 JackGangwish........- LB Ve se ; i ett 
40 MaxPirman.......00. LB ; 96 BrettMaher......... P/PK : 
i Holder : Kickoff 

- ced a ae a 1B GF nate Rome... cn ttete ch - DT | (4a) Austin Cassidy, 6-1, 210, ut : (#96) Brett Maher, 6-0, 185, Jr. 

akeLong.......2 05. TE : 97 Joseph Rotherham... ,.. . LS : OR (437) Mauro Bond, 6-0, 190, Fr 
41 DavidSantos.......... LB: 98 DavidSutton... 2.24.5. TE pute ; pelle, tia 
ve saat sla Ftp h ebapenbest ' i 4 se gig bs 2 eae = (#98) Brett Maher, 6-0, 185, dr. i Kickoff/Punt Return 
44 ‘Wicah Kretheineler ss 4 ce LB (#37) Mauro Bondi, 6-0, 190, Fr. : To Be Determined 
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Washington Huskies 


Nebraska and UW will meet for third time 
in a calendar Year terry vouctass 


It’s rare that non- 
conference opponents face 
each other three times in 
a 365-day span, but that’s 
exactly the case with 
Nebraska and Washington. 

On Sept. 18, 2010, the 
Cornhuskers traveled to 
Seattle and dominated the 


Huskies during a 56-21 
victory. Nebraska’s Taylor 
Martinez (137 yards), 
Roy Helu Jr. (110) and 
Rex Burkhead (104) all 
topped the 100-yard mark 
in rushing as NU amassed 
533 total yards. 

It was a different story 


in the Holiday Bowl at San 
Diego on Dec. 30, 2010, 
as Washington completely 
turned the tables for a 19-7 
win. Nebraska managed 
just 91 rushing yards as the 
Huskies posted their first 
bowl victory since 2002. 


Keith Price replaces Jake Locker at quarterback in 2011. Price threw three touchdowns in the season- 
opener despite being slowed by a knee injury during the game. 
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PHOTO COURTESY WASHINGTON MEDIA RELATIONS 


HEAD COACH 
Resume: Last year in 
Steve Sarkisian’s second 
season as head coach, 
Washington took a step 
forward with a 7-6 overall record and 
finished third in the Pac-10 Conference 
with a 5-4 mark. The former Southern 
California and Oakland Raiders 
offensive coordinator was 12-13 in his 
first two seasons in Seattle. 


KNOW YOUR FOE 
Keith Price, QB, 6-1, 195, So. 
- 7 Taking over as the 

} starting quarterback 
| for Jake Locker, Price 

was 17-of-25 passing 
for just 102 yards 
and three TDs as the 
Huskies appeared to play it safe 
with their sophomore in the opener. 


Chris Polk, RB, 5-11, 222, Jr. 
Despite being listed 

| as probable with 

a sore knee, Polk 
rushed 23 times for 
125 yards against 
Eastern Washington. 
The junior gained 177 yards on 34 
carries in last year’s Holiday Bowl 
against Nebraska. 


Desmond Trufant, CB, 6-0, 185, Jr. 
} Sn) Led the Husky defense 
in Washington’s 
season opener with 

y 11 total tackles, 
including eight solo 
stops. In addition 

to intercepting a pass in the end 
zone as time expired, Trufant also 
forced a fumble against Eastern 
Washington. 


2011 SCHEDULE 

9/3 vs. E. Washington W, 30-27 
9/10 vs. Hawaii 

9/17 at Nebraska 

9/24 vs. California 

10/1 at Utah 

10/15 vs. Colorado 

10/22 at Stanford 

10/29 vs. Arizona 

11/5 vs. Oregon 

11/12 at Southern California 
11/19 at Oregon St. 

11/26 vs. Washington St. 


THE ORIGINAL MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO NEBRASKA ATHLETICS 


KERS 


ILLUSTRATED 


THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR EVERY HUSKER FAN! 


ORDER YOUR ONE-YEAR 
SUBSCRIPTION TODAY 


TO ORDER, CALL US AT 


meBIB TEN 1-800-924-3927 
4 oe 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


YES, | want to order a one-year subscription (19 issues) of Huskers Illustrated for 


az myself [a ora friend 


Check the appropriate box below 
[| Second-class mail: $59.95 per subscription 
[| First-class mail: $84.95 per subscription 
ORDERED BY: DELIVER TO: (if different) 


NAME: NAME: 


ADDRESS: ADDRESS: 


CITY: CITY: 


STATE: ZIP CODE: STATE: ZIP CODE: 


CREDIT CARD #: EXP, DATE: 
[-] vwisa[_] mastercard [_] DISCOVER 
Mail to: Huskers Illustrated, P.O. Box 1498, Shelbyville, KY 40066-1498 


PRINTSUBSCRIBER.HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Zone 


No Jinx: True 
Freshmen 
Proves Real 


yler Moore wouldn't 

have known if his dad 

hadn’t told him in a 

phone conversation 
during the week of the Huskers’ 
opener against Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. 

By then, both father and son 
had a sense the true freshman 
tackle from Clearwater, Fla., 
might start in the offensive line, 
something that hadn’t happened 
at Nebraska in an opener since 


TRUE FRESHMAN OL 
TYLER MOORE 


i - 


the NCAA restored freshman 
eligibility in 1972. In fact, only 
eight true freshman offensive 
linemen have even earned letters 
at Nebraska during that time. 
Plus, the Huskers hadn’t played 
that many true freshmen at any 
position in Bo Pelini’s first three 
seasons, and certainly not as 
season-opening starters. 

Brian Moore read about the no- 
freshman-offensive-line starter for 
the Huskers in the opening game 
and told his son. “He didn’t know 
that,” Brian Moore said. 

“He wasn’t happy I told him 
that because he thought I might 
have jinxed it.” 

It wasn’t just that fact, however. 
“When I talked to him on the 


- —- 


; 


Se 
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phone, if I said anything that 

he thought might jinx him, he 
demanded that I knock on wood,” 
said Brian Moore. 

“He didn’t want to jinx his start 
on Saturday.” 

Tyler Moore embraced the 
opportunity, and the Husker 
history that went with it. 

“Everyone knows true freshmen 
don’t (usually) get to play at all,” 
Tyler Moore said. “You expect 
them to redshirt, something like 
that, maybe a little playing time 
here and there. 

“But to even get playing time 
today was nice.” 

Moore was among six true 
freshmen to play in the opener, 
along with wide receiver Jamal 


Alfonzo Dennard, CB (Rochelle, Ga.) 
*Matt Holt, LB (Lee’s Summit, Mo.) 


Mason Wald, DB (Birmingham, Ala.) 


Antonio Bell, WR (Daytona Beach, Fla.) 
Rex Burkhead, RB (Plano, Texas) 

Cody Green, QB (Dayton, Texas) 

*P.J. Mangieri, LS (Peoria, III.) 

Eric Martin, LB (Moreno Valley, Calif.) 


Dontrayevous Robinson, RB (Euless, Texas) 


anaan 


Quincy Enunwa, WR (Moreno Valley, Calif.) 


Ciante Evans, DB (Arlington, Texas) SIX TRUE FRESHMAN SAW PLAYING TIME IN THE SEASON’S OPENER: 
: JAMAL TURNER (WR), BRAYLON HEARD (RB), AMEER ABDULLAH (RB), 

Andrew Rodriguez, OG (Aurora, Neb.) 
, MAURO BONDI (PK-P) 


*Walk-on 


Turner, running backs Braylon 
Heard, Ameer Abdullah and Aaron TRUE NU FRESHMAN OFFENSIVE LINE LETTERMEN 
Green, and kicker Mauro Bondi. And 
as the Huskers prepared for Fresno JAKE YOUNG (1986), G 
State, linebacker David Santos was 


still practicing with the top units. Wil esiiels (4252); 


For Heard, who is from John Garrison (1999), C 
Youngstown, Ohio, playing in the 
opener was the end of a long road, Toniu Fonoti (1999), G 


waiting to be declared eligible. He sat 


G in (2003), 
out all of last year, “a long time,” he fearmustiri | iG 


said Matt Slauson (2005), T [3 starts) 
The last time he played was on 

Dec. 5, 2009, in the state playoffs. Jacob Hickman (2006), G [1 start] 
i was “definitely worth the wait, Andrew Rodriguez (2010), G 

said Heard. 
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BY KRIS KNOWLTON 
| RECRUITING EDITOR, 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


LINEBACKER DEION 
JONES VISITED 
MEMORIAL STADIU. 
DURING THE SEASON 
OPENER. 


Here's the breakdown by position for 


Nebraka’s recruiting class, including 
the number of players expected to 


sign at each position. 


QUARTERBACK: 1-2 

Devin Fuller, a 5-star, 
recently told 247Sports that 
Nebraska is the only school 
he knows will make his cut 
of final-five options. The 
reason is the Husker offense, 
which reminds Fuller of 
what he runs at Old Tappan 
High School in Westwood, 
N.J. Fuller racked up more 
than 50 touchdowns and 
4,000 yards of total offense 
last year and plays a lot 
like former West Virginia 
quarterback Pat White. He 
will visit Lincoln for the 
Ohio State game on Oct. 8. 
It is the first official visit he 
scheduled. 

Tommy Armstrong, 
a 247Sports 3-star from 
Bishop Steele High School 


in Schertz, Texas, will visit 
Lincoln for the Washington 
game on Sept. 17. He will 
decide between Nebraska 
and Southern Miss shortly 
after that date. 


RUNNING BACK: 0 
Nebraska will skip on this 
position in this recruiting 
cycle because of a limited 
number of scholarships 
available and because the 
Huskers have three talented 
freshmen running backs 
already on the roster. 


WIDE RECEIVER: 2-3 
Nebraska’s most prolific 
commitment to date might 
be 247Sports 4-star Jordan 
Westerkamp, who has 15 
catches for 264 yards and 
four touchdowns through 
two games this season at 
Montini High School in 
Lombard, Ill. Nebraska is 
also after 247Sports 3-star 


40 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | SEPTEMBER 17, 2011 


) NOTEBOOK 
y 


Recruiting Season 


With Nebraska’s emphasis on out-of-state recruits, 
Nebraska’s sidelines will soon be full with official visitors 


Kenny Lawler, who is a 
soft verbal to Arizona State 
right now, but still plans on 
visiting Lincoln this fall. 

A couple of athletes 
Nebraska is recruiting might 
end up as receivers in this 
class as well. 247Sports 
3-stars Alonzo Moore 
and Ghierry Vanderkyup 
both play wide receiver, 
cornerback and quarterback 
for their prep teams, but 
project best as wideouts at 
the next level. Moore has 
narrowed his list down to 
Nebraska, Louisiana Tech 
and Mississippi State. 


TIGHT END: 1-2 

After having already 
secured a commitment 
from 247Sports 3-star Sam 
Cotton from Lincoln (Neb.) 
Southeast, Nebraska is 
currently in good shape with 
two other prospects at this 
position. Keoni Bush-Loo, 
a 6-4, 300-pounder from 
Honolulu, Hawaii, told 
Huskers Illustrated that 
Nebraska is his clear No. 1 
choice right now. Bush-Loo 
attended camp at Nebraska 
this summer and earned his 
first scholarship offer from 
the Huskers. 

Orlando David, a 
6-2, 240-pounder from 
Chaminade-Madonna Prep 
in Hollywood, Fla., has yet 
to play this season because 


Sartor Hamann 
presents 
DIAMONDS IN 


THE ROUGH 


Each week on 
Huskers Illustrated Radio 


Sen oe 


The Engagement Ring Store 


ware SSIROSTRA Ges B62 


SARTORHAMANN.COM 


of injury but shows a high 
level of athleticism and is a 
physical blocker and runner. 
The recruiting process has 
slowed down for David as 
many schools are waiting 
to see how he fares after his 
injury, but Nebraska has 
already offered, and David 
has the Huskers in his top 
group of choices right now. 


OFFENSIVE LINE: 2-3 
Andrus Peat, a 5-star and 
one of the top 10 players in 
the country, recently told 
247Sports that he’s planning 
on taking an official visit to 
Lincoln for the Ohio State 
game on Oct. 8. Peat is the 
brother of current Nebraska 
defensive tackle Todd 
Peat, Jr. He told Huskers 
Illustrated that he’s waiting 
to see how some of the top 
college football programs 
do on the field this year 
and where some of the 
top recruits end up before 


making his decision. 

Nebraska has already 
signed a 247Sports 4-star at 
this spot in offensive guard 
Paul Thurston from Arvada 
(Colo.) West High School. 
Nebraska is also in good 
position with these linemen 
prospects: 247Sports 4-star 
offensive tackle Ronnie 
Stanley, 3-star guard Duaron 
Williams and 3-star tackle 
Brandon Hill. 


DEFENSIVE LINE: 2-3 

This is not a great position of 
need for Nebraska because of all 
the depth on the current Husker 
line, but Nebraska is continuing 
to capitalize on its popularity 
with linemen recruits thanks 
to the success of players such 
as Ndamukong Suh and Jared 
Crick. It helped the Huskers steal 
247Sports 4-star defensive end 
Greg McMullen from Archbishop 
Hoban in Akron, Ohio, away 
from the home-state Buckeyes 
and other top programs that were 
recruiting him heavily. 

Vincent Valentine, a 6-4, 
300-pound defensive tackle 
from Edwardsville (Ill.) High 
School has had Nebraska as his 
No. | school for months now. 
The 247Sports 4-star has a great 
relationship with NU defensive 
line coach John Papuchis and 
will be taking an official visit 
to Lincoln on Oct. 28 for the 
Michigan State game. Another 
4-star defensive end, Jonathan 
Bullard from Crest High School 
in Shelby, N.C., will visit 
Nebraska on Oct. 8 for the Ohio 
State game. The Huskers have 
also earned an official visit from 
247Sports 3-star Taiwan Johnson, 
who will check out campus for 
the Washington game. 


LINEBACKER; 3 

Nebraska has to feel 
comfortable about its recruiting 
efforts at this position after having 
already signed two in this class. 
247Sports 4-star Michael Rose 
from Rockhurst High School 
in Kansas City, Mo., and 6-2, 
200-pound linebacker Deion 
“Debo” Jones from Jesuit High 
School in New Orleans are a pair 
of speedy, versatile players that 
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have been piling up tackles at 
their respective schools. 

Perhaps the biggest target 
remaining on Nebraska’s 
defensive board is 247Sports 
4-star Quanzell Lambert from 
Timber Creek High School in 
Sicklerville, N.J. Lambert will 
join Valentine in Lincoln for the 
Michigan State game. Behind 
Lambert, Nebraska is also in 
great shape with 3-stars Joe 
Robinson, Jared Afalava and TJ 
Neal. 


SECONDARY: 2-3 

Rose has become good 
friends with 247Sports 4-star 
safety Jordan Diggs, a prototype 
big-hitter from Island Coast 
High School in Cape Coral, 
Fla. Rose started recruiting 
him on Facebook and over the 
phone, and the duo decided to 
unofficially visit Lincoln together 
for the Fresno State game. Diggs 
will also take an official visit to 
Nebraska for the Ohio State game 
on Oct. 8. All indications are that 
Diggs is one good visit away from 
committing to Nebraska. 

Nebraska’s biggest target at 
cornerback is 4-star Brandon 
Beaver from Dominquez High 
School in Compton, Calif. 
Nebraska is the only school 
Beaver is still considering that 
doesn’t play in the Pac-12 
Conference, and he said that 
although staying close to home 
on the West Coast is important to 


him, he likes Nebraska’s defensive | 


style and tradition so much that 
he wants to take an official to 
Lincoln. 


For the latest recruiting updates, 
visit Huskers Illustrated.com. 
Follow Kris Knowlton 


on Twitter @krisknowlton | 


2012 
NEBRASKA 
COMMITS 


ek be 
GREG MCMULLEN 


DE, 6-5, 225, Akron, Ohio 
(Archbishop Hoban) 
247Sports Rating: 94 


tok 
MICHAELROSE 


LB, 6-0, 225, Kansas City Mo. 
(Rockhurst) 
247Sports Rating: 93 


kkk 
PAUL THURSTON 


OT, 6-5, 275, Arvada, Colo. 
(Arvada West) 
247Sports Rating: 92 


tok kok 
JORDAN WESTERKAMP 


WR, 6-1, 190, Lombard, III. 
(Montini Catholic) 
247Sports Rating: 90 


kkk 
SAMCOTTON 


TE, 6-4, 235, Lincoln, Neb. 
(Lincoln Southeast) 
247Sports Rating: 81 


DEION JONES 

OLB, 6-2, 200, New Orleans 
(Jesuit) 

247Sports Rating: Not yet rated 


DON’T MISS THE PIPELINE 


Huskers Illustrated's exclusive insider recruiting update 
can be found every Friday at Huskerslillustrated.com _ 
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INTHE KNOW 


Nebraskas new 
offense will have 
impact on recruiting 


BY KRIS KNOWLTON 


Nebraska unveiled its new-look offense against 
Tennessee-Chattanooga to mixed reviews from fans and 
journalists alike. But what will the option-heavy look 
mean for Nebraska on the recruiting trail? So far, it looks 
like there’s a mix of good and bad news. 

The good news is that the Husker offense will still 
be able to make a good impression on dual-threat 
quarterbacks like Taylor Martinez. 247Sports 5-star 
athlete Devin Fuller, who is being recruited by Nebraska 
as a quarterback, will fit in perfectly with what new 
offensive coordinator Tim Beck is trying to accomplish. 
Fuller has the speed and elusiveness to run the option and 
said he wants to play for a school that will take advantage 
of his skills as a runner and as a passer, 

Nebraska’s offense might be a little more run-heavy 
than Beck or even head coach Bo Pelini would ideally 
like but is tailored to match the strengths of its personnel. 
Look for Nebraska to switch to a more balanced offensive 
attack with better passers such as freshman Brion 
Carnes, or possibly Fuller, in the future. The Husker 
coaching staff isn’t recruiting players to be strictly option 
quarterbacks; they're just running the system that best 
fits their signal-caller right now and going after more 
balanced quarterbacks for the future. 

The bad news with Nebraska's current system is the 
effect it could have on wide receiver prospects. Catching 
passes out of an option offense has never been a great way 
to impress NFL scouts, which is what many top-flight 
recruits are concerned about when choosing their future 
colleges these days. The good news here is that Nebraska 


The Husker 
coaching staff 
isn’t recruiting 


players to be 
strictly option 
quarterbacks; 
they’re just 


running the 
system that 
best fits their 
signal caller 
right now... 


earned a commitment from 4-star Jordan Westerkamp before unveiling its new 
look this fall. Westerkamp has 15 catches for 264 yards and four touchdowns 


through just two games this year. 


Nebraska’s ability to successfully utilize the unique skill-set of players such as 
freshman Jamal Turner could also be its ace-in-the-hole when it comes to receiver 
recruiting. The Huskers might not be able to showcase a pro-style attack ora spread 
system that allows wideouts to rack up receptions, but if they can find creative 


ways to get Turner the ball, recruits that 
employ his DeShawn Jackson-type style 
will become enamored with the Huskers. 

Kyler Reed is similarly important in 
that respect. Nebraska did not do a good 
job of capitalizing on former Husker 
Mike McNeill’s rare speed and leaping 
ability at the tight end position the past 
couple of years. Reed is a pre-season 
Mackey Award candidate, and having 
that level of success would go a long 
way with tight end recruits for Nebraska 
going forward. 

Finally, on the offensive line, there is 
again good news and bad news. Most of 
it is good because pass-blocking is more 
difficult than run-blocking. Protecting 
a passer requires sound technique and 
a full understanding of the overall 
blocking scheme so each lineman knows 
each other's assignments. Run-blocking 
is much more straightforward, and 
this new offense will allow the Husker 
coaching staff to simply find the biggest 
and meanest pancake blockers in the 
country — many of whom can be home- 
grown here in Nebraska like during its 
national championship years. 

The bad news is primarily at the 
premier tackle positions, where top- 
flight lineman like current Husker 
target and 247Sports 5-star Andrus 
Peat are concerned. Peat has said he 
wants to be the best offensive lineman 
in college football one day. Nebraska 
has a great tradition of award winners 
on the offensive line and of sending 
lineman to the league, but will a player 
such as Peat want to play for an offense 
that won't show off his pass-blocking 
skills? That’s still to be determined, but 
the Huskers will certainly have to battle 
against schools that run more pro-style 
offenses for some of the top offensive 
passing talent in the country with this 
new system. N 


Kris Knowlton is the Recruiting Editor 
at Huskerslllustrated.com. 
Follow him on Twitter @krisknowlton 


‘Catalyst for 19 I 971 
Team Still Counting 
His Blessings 


Bill Janssen wasn't 
a captain of the 1971 
Nebraska football team, 
but four decades later, he’s 
certainly a catalyst, inviting 
56 of his former teammates 
into his Lincoln home so 
they could relax, reflect 
and share stories about why 
they were just voted the 
best team in 125 years of 
college football. 

The Sporting News 
bestowed that honor on 
the Huskers, an honor that 
came long after Janssen 
had made the decision 
to open up his house 
for everyone to enjoy 
those magic moments 
from yesteryear. Don’t 
misunderstand. The ’71 
Huskers relished their 40- 
year anniversary banquet. 
They loved signing 
autographs at the Husker 
Nation Pavilion, forming 
a line to bring Nebraska 
players and coaches out 
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of their famous Tunnel 
Walk and watching a 
4-minute halftime video on 
Memorial Stadium’s turf so | 
they could acknowledge the 
appreciation from another 
sellout crowd. 

But the best time the 
’71 team had during the 
Nebraska-Chattanooga 
season-opening weekend 
might have been watching 
an old 10-round boxing 
match between fullback 
Jim “Earthquake” Carstens 
and quarterback Bob 
Jones. Thanks to some 
vintage video footage that 
Janssen shot, Carstens put 
together and Steve Runty 
showed at his home on 
the Thursday night before 
the banquet, teammates 
could see a match that 
exemplified the competitive 
nature of a 13-0 team that 
pretty much stomped every 
team it played other than 
Oklahoma in the “Game of 


-CATCHINGUP WITH 


the Century.” 

A defensive tackle from 
Grand Forks, N.D., and 
now an Officer and sales 
manager at Ameritas 
Investment Corp. in 
Lincoln, Janssen was such 


a remarkably gracious host, 


along with his wife Lynne, 
that the '71 players decided 
they would hold a private 
reunion every year so they 
can continue to discuss 
how blessed they all were 
for being a key part of 
college football history. 

As great as Nebraska 
was in 1971, Janssen 
believes the Huskers had 
the ultimate secret weapon 
in Doug Jamail, a small 
back-up center from Texas. 
“Doug didn’t get on the 
field much during games, 
but he was the stress 
reliever for the players and 
coaches throughout the 
season,” Janssen said. “It’s 
hard to explain 
how important he 
was to the entire 
team. Every week, 
he would come up 
with some crazy 
new way to make 
everyone laugh,” 

Once, Jamail 
showed up in 
paisley Everlast 
boxing shorts 
that were three 
sizes too big for 
his short torso. 


BILLJANSSEN 


BY RANDY YORK 


The shorts were pulled up 
to the middle of his chest 
and went down to his 
knees. The image was so 
funny, NU running backs 
coach Mike Corgan had 
to take the pipe out of his 
mouth so he wouldn't die 
laughing. Not surprisingly, 
Jamail appointed himself 
ring announcer for the 
Carstens-Jones boxing 
match preserved on film. 

You better believe there 
were scattered pictures of 
the smiles that ’71 team 
left behind. Forty years 
later, they remember all 
the grueling, competitive 
practices that were even 
more difficult than 
Saturday afternoons. Yes, 
memories force everyone 
to remember the way they 
were, and that’s why they 
want to keep huddling up 
every year — so they never 
forget. 


Memories force 
everyone to 
remember the 
way they were, 
and that’s why 
they want to keep 
huddling up every 
year — so they 
never forget. 
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Tradition, Championships and 


Now Conference Tie Teams 


PSU-NU must battle for Top of the Big Ten, along 
with National Championship 1808 waar 


-_ 
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LAUREN COOK REMEMBERS THE LAST 


TIME NEBRASKA PLAYED PENN STATE, 


ALL TOO WELL. 

It was on Dec. 18, 2008, 
and Cook was a setter 
senior at Lincoln (Neb.) 
Pius X High School at the 
time. The Huskers, coached 
by her father John, played 
Penn State in a national 
semifinal match at Qwest 
Center Omaha. The 
Huskers took the favored 
Nittany Lions, who hadn't 
lost a set all year, to five sets 
and held a 10-8 lead in the 
fifth at one point, but Penn 
State came back to win. 


“The last time I 
remember Nebraska and 
Penn State playing was 
in the final four and I 
remember being in tears 
after that game because 
it was up and down and 
the way it finished,” said 
Lauren, who is now 
a junior setter for the 
Huskers. 

No one could have 
imagined back in 2008 
that the Huskers would 
eventually move to the Big 
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Ten Conference and would 


_ be facing Penn State twice 


a year every year. 

It’s been kind of a rivalry 
for a while, but that rivalry 
is going to take on even 
more significance when the 
Huskers host Penn State 
in their first-ever Big Ten 
match Sept. 21 at the NU 
Coliseum. 

It's a match Lauren 
Cook has been pointing 
toward for a long time. 

“Honestly, that’s all I’m 
looking forward to right 
now is that first game in the 
Coliseum,” she said at the 
team’s media day in early 
August. “It’s going to be a 
battle.” 

It will be two volleyball 
powerhouses going head- 
to-head. The Huskers are 
loaded with tradition that 
includes three national 
titles, but Penn State has 
been the No. | program in 
the country the last four 
years. 

The Nittany Lions 
have won four straight 
national titles. They won 
109 straight matches 
sandwiched between losses 
to Stanford on Sept. 15, 
2007, and Sept. 11, 2010. 

Penn State was far from 
perfect last year. They lost 
five matches on the season, 


Fans Support Team 

The trip to Fort Collins, Colo,, to 
play Colorado State and Albany 
was in some ways a success even 
though the Huskers dropped a 3-2 
decision to the Rams after holding 
a2-0lead. 

John Cook was amazed how 
many Husker fans from western 
Nebraska showed up to support 
the Huskers. 

“It was great for (Colorado State),” 
he said. “They sold 7,000 tickets 
at 10 bucks apiece. They paid us 
$10,000 to go there and they make 
50 or 60 thousand. It’s kind of a 
no-brainer.’ 


McNeal Out for Season 
Junior middle 
blocker Allison 
McNeal will miss 
the season with a 
medical condition. 
Cook couldn't talk 
about it specifically 
but said it hurts the team’s depth 
all around. 
“It’s tough every time you lose 
a player,’ he said. “I feel terrible 
for her and what she has to go 
through right now as a college 


junior. It’s not fair” 


NU-Creighton Series 
in Doubt 
Because of scheduling problems, 
Nebraska's match on Sept. 8 
against Creighton may be the 
last time the two teams face each 
other for a while, but Cook and 
Creighton coach Kirsten Bernthal 
Booth will continue to try and find 
a way to fit it. The two teams have 
played every year since 2004. 
“Kirsten and | are continuing 
to talk, but their open dates and 
our open dates don't jive with 
tournaments we're committed to,’ 
Cook said. 


L_ 


2011 Volleyball Schedule 


DATE OPPONENT LOCATION — TIME/SCORE 
AUG. 20 RED/WHITE MATCH NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
MCM ELEGANTE LOBO CLASSIC 
AUG.26 NEWMEXICOST. ATALBUQUERQUE,N.M. 3-2 (W) 
AUG. 27 NEW MEXICO AT ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 3-0 (W) 
SEPT.2 COLORADO STATE ATFORTCOLLINS,COLO. 2-3 (L) 
SEPT.3 ALBANY AT FORT COLLINS, COLO. 3-0 (W) 
AMERITAS PLAYERS CHALLENGE 
SEPT.8 CREIGHTON NU COLISEUM 7PM. 
SEPT.9 ST. MARY’S NU COLISEUM 7PM. 
SEPT. 10 WEBER STATE NU COLISEUM 2PM. 
SEPT. 17 IOWA STATE DEVANEY CENTER 7PM. 
SEPT. 21 PENN STATE* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
SEPT. 24 OHIO STATE* NU COLISEUM 7PM. 
SEPT. 30 MICHIGAN STATE* ATEASTLANSING, MICH. 7 P.M, 
ocT.1 MICHIGAN* AT ANN ARBOR, MICH. TBA 
OCT.7 PURDUE’ NU COLISEUM 7PM, 
OCT.8 INDIANA* NU COLISEUM 3PM. 
OCT. 14 WISCONSIN* AT MADISON, WIS. 7 P.M. 
OCT.15 MINNESOTA* AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 7 P.M. 
OCT.19 1OWA* NU COLISEUM 7P.M. 
OCT. 22  ILLINOIS* NU COLISEUM 7PM. 
OCT. 28 OHIO STATE* AT COLUMBUS, OHIO) 8 =—7 P.M. 
OCT. 29 PENN STATE* AT UNIVERSITY PARK, PA. TBA 
NOV.4 MICHIGAN* NU COLISEUM 7PM. 
NOV.5 MICHIGAN STATE* NU COLISEUM 7PM, 
NOV. 11 INDIANA* AT BLOOMINGTON, IND. 7P.M. 
NOV.12 PURDUE* AT WEST LAFAYETTE, IND. TBA 
NOV.16 MINNESOTA* NU COLISEUM 7PM. 
NOV.19 WISCONSIN’ NU COLISEUM 7PM. 
NOV. 23 IOWA* AT IOWA CITY, lOWA 7 P.M. 
NOV. 26 NORTHWESTERN* AT EVANSTON, ILL. TBA 
NCAA TOURNAMENT 
DEC. 1-3 1ST/2NDROUNDS AT CAMPUS SITES TBA 
DEC. 9-10 REGIONALS TBA 


(AT LEXINGTON/GAINESVILLE/HONOLULU/MINNEAPOLIS) 


DEC. 15-17 FINAL FOUR 


* BIG TEN MATCH; 
ALL TIMES CENTRAL, DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS TBA 
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including Big Ten road losses 
to Illinois, Purdue, Indiana and 
Minnesota. 

The loss to the Gophers was 
actually the last match of the 
regular season, but it certainly 
didn’t hurt the Nittany Lions. After 
that loss, they won six straight 
NCAA Tournament matches to 
claim their fourth straight national 
title. 

John Cook said those four Big 
Ten losses last year show that 
other Big Ten teams aren’t that far 
behind the Nittany Lions. 

“They lost four matches last 
year so the gap isn’t far,” he said. 
“They figured out how to be great 
in December. I think they had 
two back-to-back really strong 
recruiting classes. Russ (Rose) is a 
great coach. They have tradition 
in that program. There are a 
lot of factors that go into that. 
What they’ve done is remarkable. 
Everybody is chasing them, but I 
don’t think the gap is that far.” 

Rose said before the season 
that he thought Nebraska was the 
favorite to win the Big Ten title in 
its first year in the conference. As 


far as Coach Cook is concerned, 
Penn State is the favorite going in. 

“Well, you can ask Russ Rose 
how many sandbags he has,” John 
Cook said. “I don’t know what 
he’s basing that on. Here’s the 
bottom line: We graduated three 
All-Americans ... so we’ve got a 
tremendous turnover on our team. 
I know Russ graduated two All- 
Americans so I don’t know what 
he’s basing that on.” 

Of course neither team can win 
the conference title on Sept. 21. 
There were seven Big Ten teams in 
the Sept. 5 AVCA Top 25 including 
Penn State at No. 2 and Nebraska 
at No. 11. 

Illinois was fourth, Minnesota 
sixth, Purdue 13th, Michigan 20th 
and Ohio State 25th. 

“When you play Penn State, 
just like when you play Nebraska, 
they’re going to bring out the best 
in everybody,” John Cook said. 
“They’re going to bring out the 
best in us. I’m sure we'll bring 


out the best in them. That’s what 


makes it a great competition.” 


7 seg 
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Chris Croft called 
coaches of every BCS 
conference basketball 
team, gauging their 
interest in playing 
Nebraska in a non- 
conference series. 


The response, 


favorable. 


“Every time somebody 


says ‘No,’ I just ask them 


generally, was less than 


if they would play us in 


the future,” said Croft, 
the Nebraska assistant 
coach who’s in charge of 
scheduling. 

And at least one 
school responded with 
a permanent, ‘No.’ Not 
now, not ever. 

“You hate to hear 


that,” Croft said, “but 


you’d rather they be up 


front with you.” 


PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


Welcome to the joys of 
scheduling for Nebraska 
basketball. 

The problem isn’t 
new. Fans want to see 
BCS-level teams come 
to Lincoln as part of a 
home-and-home series. 
But those teams generally 
travel to places where 
they can recruit, take 
a player to play in his 


home state, or where 


Keith Coleman, a 
6-foot-9, 250-pound 
power forward from 
Philadelphia, is Doc 
Sadler’s first verbal 
commitment for the 2012- 
13 recruiting class. 

Nebraska 
has been 
recruiting 
Coleman 
since he 
was a 
freshman 
in high 
school — 
the reason 
he said 
he chose 


the Huskers after Miami, 
Marquette, Providence, 
VCU, St. John’s, Temple, 
West Virginia and Xavier 
were also after Coleman. 

Coleman spent a year 
at prep school at Lee 
Academy in Maine, and 
he will play this coming 
season at Marshalltown 
(Iowa) Community 
College. He will have 
three years of eligibility at 
Nebraska. 
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| THE DEVANEY CENTER 


the climate is warm and 
tropical. 

Lincoln meets none of 
those qualifications. 

Plus, despite Nebraska’s 
lack of success and 
absence from the NCAA 
Tournament since 1998, 
teams don’t see the 
Huskers as an easy win. 

“People aren’t afraid of 
us ... but they’re a little 
afraid of us,” Croft said. 


“They don’t want to play 
people who guard.” 

Despite those obstacles, 
Croft and the Nebraska 
administration put 
together a non-conference 
schedule that’s significantly 
upgraded from recent 
seasons. 

It includes three true 
road games — three more 
than last season — and 


three games against BCS- 
level teams, including two 
at the Devaney Center, 
against Wake Forest 

and Oregon, coached by 
Wilber, Neb., native and 
former Creighton coach 
Dana Altman. 

No, there’s no Duke, 
Kentucky or North 
Carolina on the schedule. 
But there’s also no Jackson 
State, Grambling State or 
Savannah State — teams 
with 300-plus RPIs 
that significantly hurt 
Nebraska’s strength of 
schedule last season. 

“We knew that as 
a department and as a 
program we needed to 
upgrade the schedule,” said 


Nebraska associate athletic : 


director Marc Boehm, who 
oversees basketball. “You 
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need to play a schedule 
that’s very competitive. 
That means BCS schools, 
but that also means schools 
with good RPIs.” 

Schools such as Rhode 
Island, a team from the 
Atlantic 10 Conference 
that had an RPI of 101 last 
season. The Rams, who’ve 
averaged 22 victories over 
the last four seasons, visit 
Lincoln on Nov. 20. 

Teams with 300-plus 
RPIs still exist on this 
year’s schedule, but there 
are three fewer such teams 
than last season. That’s 
partly because an 18-game 
Big Ten Conference league 
schedule wiped out a 
couple of non-conference 
games. (Conference play 
begins Dec. 27). 

Overall, Nebraska’s 
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non-conference schedule 
includes six teams that 
won at least 18 games 
last season and four that 
went to the postseason. 
That includes a game at 
USC, which returns two 
starters from an NCAA 
Tournament team. 

The home highlight: 
The start of a home-and- 


home series with Oregon. 
The Ducks, who won last 
year’s College Basketball 
Invitational and had an 
RPI of 135, return three 
starters and visit Lincoln 
on Dec. 23. 
Nebraska won’t play 
in any tournaments 
or neutral-site games, 
although Croft said he was 
close to scheduling both. 
The Huskers were 


the last team out of a 


— 


tournament in Charleston, S.C. 
They also nearly had a game with 
Pittsburgh at Madison Square 
Garden in New York, but Nebraska 
was already scheduled to play at 
TCU on that date — Dec. 10 - and 
TCU wasn’t able (or willing) to 
move the game to accommodate 
Nebraska’s new opportunity. 

Croft said a similar conflict with 
Creighton — Nebraska plays the Jays in 
Omaha on Dec. 4— prevented a possible 


game at Duke on the same day. 


Brayden Young, a junior at 
Lincoln Southwest, has accepted a 


Nebraska baseball scholarship offer. 


He’s the third player known to 
commit to first-year coach Darin 
Erstad. 

Young, a second-team all-state 
pitcher last spring, also plays 
shortstop for the Silver Hawks and 
for Southwest’s American Legion 
team, Pinnacle Bank. Erstad 


recruited Young as a pitcher. 


Nebraska senior Dexter 
Spitsnogle, a native of Odell, 
Neb., went 8-0 with a 1.02 ERA 
this summer while pitching in the 
Jayhawk League in Kansas with the 
Haysville Heat. 

Spitsnogle had 34 strikeouts and 
allowed 27 hits in 53 innings. He 


didn’t allow an earned run over his 
final 47 innings of the summer, and 
was named a second-team summer 
collegiate All-American. 

Spitsnogle played three seasons 
at Doane before transferring to 
Nebraska and sitting out the 2010 


season. 


Jess Shepard hasn’t played a 
high school basketball game, and 
she’s already accepted a college 
scholarship offer. 

Shepard, who’s beginning 
her freshman season at Lincoln 
Southeast, gave Nebraska 
coach Connie Yori her verbal 
commitment during an August 
unofficial visit. 

The 6-foot-2 Shepard, a small 
forward, also visited Colorado and 
was garnering interest from Iowa, 
Iowa State, Minnesota, Drake, 
Northern Iowa and Rice. 

This is the earliest recruiting 
commitment Yori has received in her 


eight years at Nebraska. 


Give HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


the thumbs up on facebook 


48 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | SEPTEMBER 17, 2011 


A QUITE POSSIBLY THE MOST 


F 


i IN THE WORLD. % 
if : 
4s All proceeds go to help feed the homeless. Available at leading grocery stores. 
3 a 
a a 


missionbeancoffee.com 


FROMTHE 
ARCHIVES 


DRESSED IN 
WHITE, FOR A 
WHILE 

Tommie Frazier was 
more than a month 
away from starting 

at quarterback for 
the first time as 

the No. 12-ranked 
Huskers, under the 
direction of senior 
Mike Grant, lost at No. 
2 Washington 29-14 
in Seattle on Sept. 
19, 1992. Linebacker 
Mike Anderson (48) 
and safety Tyrone 
Byrd (8) are in pursuit 
of Huskies running 
back Napolean 
Kaufman. Nebraska’s 
problems that night 
were penalties and 
turnovers: two 
interceptions and 
two-of-three fumbles 
lost. The Huskers 
also wore white-on- 
white in road games 
at Missouri (victory) 
and at lowa State 
(loss) that season 
before returning to 
red pants on the road 
at Oklahoma (victory) 
and against Kansas 
State (victory) in the 
Japan Bowl at Tokyo 
to finish the regular 
season. 
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Questionable No. 1 


Devaney questions team’s billing as top-ranked 
team after offensive struggles 


BOB DEVANEY WAS 
unhappy with his team’s 
performance, enough so 
that he said afterward 

he might not cast his 
first-place vote in the UPI 
coaches’ poll for the top- 
ranked Huskers. He did, 
however, as did 32 of the 
other 34 coaches. Notre 
Dame and Colorado 
received one first-place 
vote each. 

Despite the final score, 
Nebraska had managed 
only 13 first-half points, 
and twice in the first 5 
minutes of the game, the 
Blackshirts had to bail out 
the offense. 

First, the Huskers lost 
a fumble at their own 


32-yard line, an A&M 


' possession that ended 


with a field goal attempt 


_ blocked by Bill Kosch 
- (pictured). Second, the 


Huskers lost another 
fumble, this time at their 
47-yard line. A&M was 


: forced to punt on that 


possession. The Aggies 
couldn’t capitalize. 
In fact, they couldn't 


generate much offense all 


' afternoon, gaining only 


100 total yards and seven 
first downs. They punted 
10 times and completed 
just 3-of-9 passes, with 
two intercepted. 


Kosch, a senior 


safety from Columbus, 


Neb., had both of the 


_ interceptions, returning 


the second 95 yards 


’ for the Huskers’ last 
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» touchdown. 


Nebraska wasn’t nearly 


as sharp offensively. The 


- Huskers put together 


only two long drives, 89 
yards on 19 plays for their 
second touchdown, and 


80 yards on 10 plays for 


their third touchdown, the 


last 32 yards coming on 
a Jerry Tagge-to-Johnny 
Rodgers pass. 

Rodgers also returned 


the opening kickoff of the 


- second half 98 yards for a 


touchdown. 

A&M averted a shutout 
when running back 
Hugh McElroy returned 
the kickoff following 
Kosch’s touchdown 94 
yards against Nebraska’s 


second-team kickoff unit. 


NEBRASKA 34, 
TEXAS A&M 7 


Sept. 25, 1971 » Memorial Stadium 
Texas A&M 0 0 0 
Nebraska ft oO IA 


(N) Bill Olds 67 run (Rich Sanger kick) 

(N) Jerry Tagge 1 run (kick blocked) 

(N) Johnny Rodgers 98 kickoff retum (Sanger kick) 
(N) Rodgers 32 pass Tagge (Sanger kick) 

(N) Bill Kosch 95 interception return (Sanger kick) 
(AM) Hugh McElroy 94 kickoff return (Pat 
McDermott kick) 

Attendance: 67,993 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 

> At that point in the season, the 
anticipated Big Eight showdown was 
the Huskers’ Oct. 30 meeting with 
Colorado in Lincoln. The Buffaloes 
upset Ohio State 20-14 and replaced 
the Buckeyes at No. 6 in the Associated 
Press poll. Oklahoma was No. 8. 

> The A&M game was “Band Day,” 
which meant just over 3,000 tickets 
were committed to high school 
band members and their directors. 
Approximately 700 university students 
who had purchase season tickets 
didn’t get their tickets for the first three 
games. Student demand had been 
underestimated by the ticket office. 

» Jerry Tagge’s third-quarter 
touchdown pass was the 19th of his 
career, tying the school record set by 
Bob Churchich in 1965. 

> Nebraska also was solid atop the 
AP poll after the A&M game, receiving 
44-of-55 first-place media votes. No. 

2 Michigan and No. 3 Texas each 


received three. 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


way tT opponent (Fo a a a Oa 
bea 


w 


. Wears No. 58 
. Wears No. 2 (offense) 
Oct. 22 opponent 


eee a Wea Me il ben 
8. 2010 All-America defensive back 7 
10. 2009 All-America defensive lineman Meal ral ped sol lou. 


Our 


11. Washington nickname iH 
14. Ex-Husker punter now with Baltimore Ravens 

16. Cameron Meredith's home state lia al 
18. Network for NU-Washington telecast 

20. Secondary coach 

24. Wears No. 5 (offense) 

27. 1997 Outland Trophy winner 

28. Wears No. 55 

29. Had 2 sacks vs. Tennessee-Chattanooga 
30. Redshirt freshman quarterback 


7) 

_ 

rar) 

oe) 
_ 
i—) 


DOWN 
. Special teams coordinator 
Leading receiver vs. Tennessee-Chattanooga 
2011 recipient of Gerald Ford Legends Award 
Tight ends coach 
Washington head coach 
Big Ten Special Teams Co-Player of the Week 
for season-opener 
12. 2012 non-conference opponent 
13. Washington campus location 
15. NU's bowl game after 2010 season 
17, Freshman punt returner 
19, Wears No. 3 (defense) 
21, Leading rusher vs. Tennessee-Chattanooga | 
22. No. of Taylor Martinez touchdowns vs. 30 
Tennessee-Chattanooga ed i aa cae 
23. Jared Crick’s hometown 
25. Leading tackler vs, Tennessee-Chattanooga 
26. Wide receivers coach 


Answers will appear in the Sept. 24 issue. B "4 A i N B U S T E RB 


) TRIPLE THREAT Nebraska's “Scoring 
Explosion” offense in 1983 featured the 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION wa 7 "Triplets": quarterback Turner Gill, l-back Mike 


Rozier and wingback Irving Fryar. Who gave 
them that nickname? 


7) 
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—EEE (a) Don Bryant (b) Barry Switzer 
GOSH... DON'T , a (c) BeanoCook (d) KeithJackson (e) Irving Fryar 
DESERVE THis! 
Answer will appear in our next issue 


ANSWER: Dave Rimington, Grant Wistrom 
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Fresno State 
contest contrary to 
conventional wisdom 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


Conventional coaching wisdom is that teams typically 
make their most improvement from the first game to the 
second, And Nebraska’s victory against Fresno State was 
a case in point. 

The Bulldogs seemed much improved since their 36-21, 
opening-game loss to California. 

As for Nebraska, well, the Huskers might have regressed, 
at least during the first half. In their case, conventional 
wisdom had to be revised, to read something like: Teams 
need to make enough improvement from the first half to 
the second to beat an out-manned opponent. 

And Nebraska did have Fresno State out-manned. 
For instance, the Bulldogs’ offensive line had four new 
starters — count ‘em, four. Plus, one of their linemen 
was injured early in the first quarter. So you figured 
sophomore quarterback Derek Carr was going to be in for 
a long night. 

You would have figured wrong. Quite the contrary, in 
fact. 

Then you figured the third quarter would be a different 
story, that Nebraska would make enough adjustments 
to turn the first half into little more than a bad memory, 
a reality check for when it gets into the Big Ten season, 
a reminder of what can go wrong without consistent 
execution. 

Again, you would have figured wrong, though the 
Huskers did manage to take the lead in the third quarter. 
But the truth is, at no point did Nebraska show the kind of 
improvement over the first game that would support the 
assertion above. Fresno State would not go away. 

Perhaps the most distressing aspect of the Huskers’ 
second victory was the Bulldogs’ success offensively. 
They ran 81 plays and had nearly 15 minutes more in time 
of possession. 

Carr completed 20-of-41 passes for 254 yards and a 


touchdown, without an interception or a sack. And Robbie Rouse rushed for 169 | 


yards without losing a yard, on 36 carries. 


“You’re 
not going 
to beat 
everyone 
100-0; 
that’s 
crazy. 
There’s 


no way.” 


Carr’s mobility was cause for consternation, his rollout passes unexpected. 
Fresno State hadn't shown that against California, and hadn't shown it going back 


game kind of stifles the pass rush... . 

“They've got some awfully good 
passing game that they didn’t get to 
because of the rollout stuff. If we would 
have just defended that better and forced 
them back into some straight drop-back 
like we did toward the end there, where 
they had to give up the rollout game, it’s a 
different deal.” 

In addition, Nebraska missed an 
injured Alfonzo Dennard at cornerback. 

Despite the numbers, however, the 
defense’s confidence wasn't shaken. 
“Confidence is never going to be an issue 
around here playing defense,” said Pelini. 
“You're always going to have these 
games. 

“Bo (Pelini) mentioned coming off 
the field the year they won the national 
championship at LSU, they gave up 55 
(points) to Kentucky. It just happens. The 
wheels start coming off. Your guys panic 
a little bit, and you've just got to coach 
‘em through it... . confidence won't be an 
issue for us.” 

Confidence shouldn't be an issue for the 
Huskers’ young offense, either, according 
to coordinator Tim Beck. “Talking to the 
coaches that were down on the sideline, 
they felt our demeanor was really good,” 
he said. “They never wavered. They hada 
lot of faith tonight, and I think that those 
guys were in a good place, spiritually, and 
inside, knowing, ‘Hey, we’re OK.’ They 
just never showed any signs of panic. The 
coaches never did, and that’s a good thing 
because you can certainly do that.” 

Beyond the scoreboard, Nebraska’s 
play much of the game certainly didn’t 
reflect marked improvement from the 
opener against Tennessee-Chattanooga, 
though. 

“You're not going to beat everyone 
100-0; that’s crazy. There’s no way,” 
Beck said. “You're going to have a lot of 
tight battles. You’re playing a lot of good 
football teams this year. 

“And so I think for a young football 
team to get tested, I think it’s great.” 

The Huskers were tested all right. N 


You can also read Mike Babcock each week at 


“six or seven games,” Husker defensive coordinator Carl Pelini said. “The rollout | 
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